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NECC student James Sarcione locks his car in the C 
building parking lot as he arrives for class. 


Police say campus 
may have become a 
target for thieves 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


Two cars were stolen in the last 
two weeks from the C building park- 
ing lot, bringing the total number of 
cars stolen from the same lot to four 
since April. 

“In the six years I’ve worked 
here there has only been one car 
stolen (on campus), and now there’s 
been a few in the last few months,” 
said Chief of Security Bill Blouin. 

While car thefts are fairly steady 
in the city of Haverhill, according to 
Sergeant Robert Pistone of the 
Haverhill Police Department, thieves 
may now have begun to target the 
NECC campus. 

“Somebody may have discovered 
that it’s a good place to steal cars, and 
that’s why you’re having an 
increased rash of these,” Pistone said. 
“Obviously these are brazen thefts, 
during the day.” 

The latest theft occurred on 
Wednesday, Sept. 30. 

According to Haverhill Police, 
NECC student Eric Chaisson parked 
his 1997 purple Dodge Intrepid in the 
third row of the C building parking 
lot at approximately 8:40 a.m. on 
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cars stolen on campus 


Sept. 30. Chaisson told police when 
he got out of class at around 10:15 
a.m. he noticed his vehicle was miss- 
ing. 

Chaisson also told police he later 
found his vehicle parked in the last 
row of the parking lot with damage to 
the passenger door lock and the igni- 
tion. He told police the vehicle was 
locked when he parked it. 

According to police, the vehicle 
was taken and then left in the back of 
the parking lot. Chaisson reported 
that his Alpine CD player, Garmin 
GPS unit, Whistler radar detector and 
a crowbar were missing from the 
vehicle. 

Just one week prior, on 
Wednesday, Sept. 23, a 1994 purple 
Honda Civic EX, driven by student 
Bonnie McConnachie was also stolen 
from the C building parking lot. 

McConnachie_ reported to 
Haverhill Police that she parked the 
vehicle in the lot at approximately 
7:45 a.m., and when she returned at 
around 10:14 a.m. she found the 
vehicle missing. McConnachie told 
police that her license and debit cards 
were also inside the vehicle. 

According to Haverhill Police, 
the stolen vehicle was later recovered 
by the Methuen Police Department. 

Over the summer, a 1997 silver 
Honda Civic hatchback was stolen 
from the C building parking lot on 
July 14. 

According to Haverhill Police, 
student Nicole Riccio told police she 


parked her vehicle at 8:30 a.m. on 
July 14. When she returned to the 
parking lot at around 12:30 p.m. she 
discovered her car missing, police 
said. : 

There was also a new Garmin 
GPS unit and an IPod music player in 
the vehicle, which was equipped with 
a Viper alarm, police said. 

And on April 15, yet another 
Honda Civic was stolen from the C 
building parking lot. 

At that time, according to Blouin, 
at first the owner of the vehicle 
thought his friend had towed his car 
as a joke because he had done it 
before. But, the student came back 
later in the day to report his vehicle 
actually was missing. 

According to Haverhill Police, in 
that incident student Bryan 
Whitehouse parked his 1999 Gray 
Honda Civic at approximately 10 
a.m., and when he returned at around 
12:15 p.m. he was unable to locate 
his vehicle. 

After checking that his vehicle 
was not towed, Whitehouse reported 
the vehicle missing to police at 2:20 
p.m. 

Whitehouse told police he had 
locked all the doors, had not left the 
keys in the vehicle, nor did anyone 
else have a copy of the vehicle keys. 

The stolen vehicle was later 
recovered by the Haverhill Police 
Department. 


See Four page 6 


Young alumna loses battle with cancer 


Dedication for school 
inspires scholarship 
fund in her name 


By JULIE VARNEY 
Editor-in-Chief 


Even after being diagnosed with 
a rare and inoperable brain tumor, 
NECC alumna Christina Edmunds’ 
main focus was finishing her under- 
graduate degree and continuing her 
education. 

“Even if I live four more years, at 
least I can get my master’s degree 
done,” Edmunds told The 
Newburyport Daily News in 
November 2007, shortly after her 
diagnosis. 

Unfortunately, Edmunds was 
never able to finish her degree. 

She passed away on Thursday, 
Sept. 17, in Springfield, Mo., at the 
age of 31. 

Edmunds, a former Newburyport 
and Amesbury resident, graduated 
with honors from NECC in 2007 and 
was awarded a full scholarship to the 
Commonwealth College Honors 
Program at the University of 


Massachusetts Amherst to continue 
her studies in Psychology. 

It was just two months into her 
first semester at UMass when she 
was diagnosed with a malignant and 
inoperable tumor of the brain stem 
after suddenly experiencing symp- 
toms such as extreme pressure in her 
head, double vision and slurred 
speech. 

Despite the diagnosis, she contin- 
ued her studies throughout her first 
semester at UMass, all while under- 
going chemotherapy and radiation 
treatments to fight the cancer. 

“It’s been so difficult meeting 
with doctors for hours... I just hope I 
can get my schoolwork done,” 
Edmunds said in 2007. 

Through it all, Edmunds always 
remained hopeful that she would 
fight the cancer and continue her edu- 
cation. 

“She never quit. She never gave 
up. She tried as hard as possible to 
get through her classes. She was 
absolutely so dedicated to finish 
school, to go as far as she could,” 
said Adam Sideri, NECC student and 
Edmunds’ close friend. “She was 
always reading her books, always 
trying to do her homework and get it 
finished even though she hadn’t been 


in classes in months.” 

She stayed in Amherst until 
December 2008 and then moved to 
Missouri to be closer to her family. 

But Sideri said Edmunds never 
lost her desire to finish her degree. 

“She was always focused on fin- 
ishing school,” he said. “She always 
had her books with her so when she 
got better she’d to go back to school, 
even though she knew she wouldn’t 
get better.” 

And now Sideri wants to estab- 
lish a scholarship in Edmunds’ name 
to help other students in a similar sit- 
uation achieve what Edmunds always 
hoped she would be able to achieve 
herself. 

“All she wanted to do was finish 
school, it was her life dedication. She 
got a scholarship to do that, and it 
meant the|world to her,” Sideri said. 
“But she was never able to finish. I 
want to start a scholarship so some- 
one else can have that opportunity, 
and to make her dream live on forev- 
er 

Professor Meredith Gunning 
thinks a scholarship would be an 
appropriate way to honor Edmunds’ 
memory at the college in which she 
was so involved. 


“She’s a good inspiration to other 
students,” Gunning said. “She want- 
ed at NECC to touch students in a 
way where they too would want to 
get involved in their community.” 

Gunning worked with Edmunds 
on the Community Outreach Group, 
where Edmunds was a club officer 
and very active in promoting recy- 
cling. and environmental issues on 
campus. 

“She was an ardent environmen- 
talist,” which Gunning said was also 
something Edmunds never lost sight 
of. “She was still sending out emails 
about environmental issues.” 

Sideri feels that it is fitting to 
honor Edmunds’ memory by promot- 
ing the things she was most passion- 
ate about, education and the environ- 
ment. 

“We can plant a tree in her name 
and start a scholarship in her name,” 
he said. “I’d like to plant a forest.” 


For more information on the 
scholarship fund set up in Edmunds’ 
name or to make a donation, contact 
the Christina Edmunds Scholarship 
Fund, TD Bank, 153 Merrimack St., 
Haverhill, MA, 01830-6107, attn. 
Store Manager. 


Courtesy photo 
Christina Edmunds, who 
friends say always had a 
smile on her face. 


Never take your 
education for granted |SkUTOOWN 


The story of Christina Edmunds 
is an inspiring one for all students at 
NECC. 

Despite a diagnosis of terminal 
brain cancer, she never gave up on 
her dream of finishing school. 

Even when the physical act of 
going to classes became too much 
for her, she continued to read her 
books and do her homework in the 
hope of going back to school. 

Many students often complain 
about having to go to class and hav- 


ing to write a paper, but for 
Edmunds those things were a gift. 

Her education was her life, in 
some ways literally, and even 
towards the end of her life she never 
lost that passion. 

If each of us could realize only a 
small amount of that passion it 
would transform the way we look at 
school. 

The simple act of going to class 
would be less of a chore and more of 
a blessing, because it gives us the 
opportunity to pursue that dream. 

And we should never take that 
for granted. 
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SHUTDOWN ! 
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OCOVERNMENT 
THAT WORKS! 
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Roaming Reporter 


With four cars stolen recently on campus, 
do you think the parking lots are safe? 


Conrad Fitton, Photography 
“The parking lot's safe. Just don't 


leave your keys in your car.” park.” 


Jim Callahan, Business 
“Yeah, just watch where you 


Christian Ramos, Illustration 
“I think security's job is to secure 
the campus. Peoples’ cars are 
their own responsibility. Lock 
your car and get a viper alarm.” 


Photos/Interviews by Sam Sawyer 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


Ryan Lobbercht, Criminal 
Justice Arts 


Michael Wolfenden, Liberal Anabel Del 
Radiology 

“If four cars have been stolen, I 
ban think security is doing their _ 
job.” 4 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 


“Four cars? On this campus? 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. P 


“Really? Four? Nah.” 
Whoa. Not at all.” 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Swine Flu vaccination? No, thanks — 


Do we know if the 
the HINI flu shot 


even works? 


By MARK PALERMO 
Guest Columnist 


I decided 
not to get my 
HIN1 flu 
shot. All I 
needed to 
know’ was 
that an esti- 
mated half 
© of all health 
workers 
worldwide sould ar the swine 
flu vaccine. As to why, a briefing 
from the World Health Organization 
States, “Time constraints mean that 
clinical data at the time when pan- 
demic vaccines are first administered 
will inevitably be limited. Further 
testing of safety and effectiveness 
will need to take place after the 
administration of the vaccine has 
begun.” 

I am neither a test dummy nor a 
human guinea pig. But inadequate 
testing is only part of the reason I am 
not getting a flu shot. Actually, I’ve 
never gotten one, and unlike the 
majority of people who do, I haven’t 
had the flu for many years. 

They say wash your hands a lot, 
which is a good idea, but there’s no 
getting away from bacteria. In fact 
there are more bacteria crawling on 
your skin at this moment than there 
are people on the earth. If you take a 


To the Editor: 

After reading the responses other 
people have made regarding the 
smoking policy I have a few more 
things I would like to say. 

Second hand smoke is undoubt- 
edly bad for you and has been proven 
to kill thousands of people every 
year. But if you dig a little deeper and 
read some of the many studies con- 
ducted you find that the majority of 
these studies are about non-smokers 
who live with smokers who smoke 
inside. These two factors make a 
huge difference. 

If you live with someone for say, 
10 years and they regularly smoke 
inside the house while you are around 
you have a good chance of experienc- 
ing side affects of the second hand 
smoke. Walking past someone smok- 
ing a cigarette once or twice a week 
when you're going to class is not 
going to give you lung cancer. 
Besides the non-smoker saying, 
"Wow, that smells like crap," it is not 
doing anything bad to them. Even 
people who live with smokers don't 
have high chances of getting lung 
cancer. 

Something that I find humorous 


shower, all those little lobsters, 
squiggly worms and spidery looking 
creepy crawlers will be right back on 
you: making a home, getting togeth- 
er, having children. So I deal with it. 
The way I figure it, that’s why I have 
an immune system- which I take 
excellent care of by living a healthy 
lifestyle. 

The frenzy over HIN1 reminds 
me of the hysteria leading up to Y2K. 
I took extensive preparations for that 
one, purchasing a 6-pack of beer, and 
two flashlight batteries just in case 
Western Civilization was going to 
end the next day. 

Remember the Swine Flu in 
1976? Another “plague of Biblical 
proportions” — which turned out to be 
just another flu that claimed a few 
lives, while the flu vaccine killed 
dozens and paralyzed hundreds with 
Guillain-Barre Syndrome. 

It is good to be mindful of the 
long sordid history of Big Pharma 
and their cover-ups, falsified test 
results, conflicts of interest and the 
revolving door where pharmaceutical 
executives are rewarded with lucra- 
tive employment in government and 
vice versa. 

Moreover, Big Pharma has gotten 
our ethically challenged Congress to 
grant them immunity from lawsuits 
in case of the inevitable vaccine 
deaths and injuries, which means that 
they operate on the honor system. 

I am one of those “radicals” 
who believes that as an American cit- 
izen, I should not be forced to ingest 
substances that can harm me. I 
thought we already dealt with that at 
the Nuremburg trials. But the leaders 
of this state don’t see it that way. 


The fruth about Recoud hand siitoke 


is people who talk about their rights. 
It is interesting that so many people 
believe that smokers have no right to 
smoke because the people saying that 
believe they have a right to fresh air. 
How come no one complains about 
people getting drunk? 

When I lived in a college dorm I 
could almost never get a good night’s 
sleep or do my homework because of 
people who got drunk. And look at 
how much of a problem drunk driv- 
ing is. I read something that I think, if 
I remember correctly, said one person 
is killed by a drunk driver roughly 
every 30 minutes in the USA. 

And what about the cell phone 
problems I mentioned in my last let- 
ter to the editor? If NECC banned 
texting while walking on campus or 
sitting on the stairs people would 
freak out. "I have every right to text 
my friend and if I'm in someone’s 
way then they can just walk around 
me!" Does anyone else find the con- 
stant clicking of people pressing but- 
tons on their phones in class annoy- 
ing? It seems to me that smoking is 
just an easy thing to hate. 

I think that Aaron Foss made sey- 
eral good points in his article "Non- 


The Massachusetts State Senate 
recently voted (unanimously) bill 
$2028, which imposes a $1000-a-day 
fine and 30 days in jail for anybody 
who, in case of a declared emer- 
gency, refuses to be injected with this 
toxic brew. 

Here’s a partial list of the indus- 
trial chemicals and biological sub- 
stances that comprise the flu shot: 
there’s thimerosal, a preservative 
containing mercury, which may 
cause neurological damage, autoim- 
mune disease, cancer, and possibly 
autism- to name just a_ few. 
Thimerosal was removed from many 
dog vaccines in the 1990’s. I like ani- 
mals, but if it’s not good enough for 
dogs, I’ll pass on it. (If your health 
care worker insists that thimerosal is 
safe, ask him to put some on his 
tongue.) 

Then there’s aluminum- suspect- 
ed in the development of Alzheimer’s 
Disease. The FDA’s own website 
(www.FDA. gov) contains a FAQ sec- 
tion devoted just to mercury and alu- 
minum in flu shots. 

Other substances commonly con- 
tained in vaccines in general, and 
possibly your flu vaccine, depending 
upon the manufacturer, are the fol- 
lowing: squalene (suspected in the 
development of Gulf War Illness, and 
autoimmune disorders like MS and 
arthritis); Octoxinol 9 (vaginal sper- 
micide), Triton X-100 (detergent), 
propylene glycol (automobile anti- 
freeze), formaldehyde (industrial car- 
cinogen), MSG _ (excitotoxin), 
polysorbate 80 (emulsifier), and the 
disinfectant phenol (carbolic acid.) 

Moreover, some vaccines are cul- 
tured through mediums like monkey 


smoker says policy is bound for fail- 
ure". However I have to disagree 
with his comment about rights to 
smoke. Sure the Constitution doesn't 
mention smoking (and its a little 
extreme in my opinion to cite the 
Constitution when talking about 
smoking, but to each their own.) It 
makes it sound like people believe 
they have the right to tell smokers 
that they can't smoke. How about you 
just walk away if it bothers you like 
Aaron said? 

Anyone walking around the cam- 
pus sees people who still smoke. The 
security guards cannot be watching 
the entire campus all the time. 

There is a difference between 
true smokers and social smokers. 
Real smokers cannot get through the 
day without a smoke and they will 
continue to do so regardless of a 
potential fine. 

I hope for the sake of smokers 
that a designated smoking area is 
made for them. Otherwise it is going 
to be a very, very long year. 


Thank you, 
Meesta Plunk 


We want to hear from you. 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


MCT Campus photo 


’'m not buying the Swine Flu hysteria. 


and dog kidney tissue, sheep blood 
cells, chicken embryos, and human 
diploid cells from aborted human 
fetuses. 

When I was a kid in the 1950’s, 
there were only three mandated vac- 
cines; now there are 43, with an esti- 
mated 200 more under consideration. 

Big Pharma makes billions every 
time our go-along government man- 
dates a new one (they stand to earn 
$49 billion from H1N1 alone) and so 
they keep pushing new vaccinations 
while the gullible American public 
gets acclimated to a more intrusive 
level of mandated health interven- 
tions. 


Pardon me if all this sounds neg- 
ative. But, like Machiavelli, I speak 
not of how the world should be, but 
how the world really is when I say 
that as far as I can tell, most vaccina- 
tions are dangerous and untested. I 
am not a doctor, so this is not medical 
advice, but my opinion. But I'll pass 
on my flu shot, thanks just the same. 
I’m all set. 

Maybe somebody in _ the 
Massachusetts Senate can use it to 
double up on their own flu shot for 
more “protection.” 


Professor Mark Palermo is an 
NECC faculty member. 


= Ss aul 
NECC students and faculty come 
together for volunteer work 


To the Editor: 
I would like to take this opportu- 
nity to publicly thank the 22 student 


volunteers, as well as Professor 
Linda Desjardins, for their participa- 
tion in the one-day service opportuni- 
ty at the Haverhill Historical 
Society's Buttonwoods Museum. 
Volunteers spent the day on Sept. 26 
painting the historic John Ward 
House (home of Haverhill's first resi- 
dent) and the Daniel Dunkins Shoe 
Shop from the historic Rocks Village 
Bridge. Several people also painted 
the interior exhibition hall in prepara- 
tion for “The Soles and Souls of 
Haverhill” exhibit, which will occur 
at the Buttonwoods during October. 

I would also like to publicly 
thank Jean Poth, vice president of 
Institutional Advancement, for her 
very kind support of the students’ par- 
ticipation on the 26. Her generosity 


allowed the activity to take place and 
assured that these hard-working stu- 
dents were well fed. I am truly grate- 
ful for her support. 

This is the fifth one-day commu- 
nity service opportunity I have coor- 
dinated for NECC students. As I have 
found on previous one-day experi- 
ences, everyone worked diligently 
and without compliant, enjoyed 
meeting and making new friends and 
learned the value and benefits of 
serving others in the community. I 
was extremely proud of each and 
every volunteer and proud to say that 
they were students at my college. 
They represented the truest meaning 
of community. 


Cynthia J. Crivaro 
Professor, Behavioral Sciences 


Observer did an excellent job 
covering the Women’s Network 


To the Editor: 

I want to thank you for the 
Observer’s coverage of the Women’s 
Network issues. Your article was an 
accurate and articulate accounting of 
the issues involved and it presented 
them in a fair and well-written way. 
And, thanks also for including 
Brenda Caunter’s moving and power- 
ful story. I was involved with the 
Network from it’s founding in 1992 
until my retirement in 2007 and am 
disappointed, disillusioned and sad at 
the demise of the Network as I knew 
it. 

While the social networking and 
peer support that Vice President 
Ashley proposes are certainly valu- 


able, both current students and alum- 
na have stated time and again that it 
is the personal support, appropriate 
referrals, relevant information from 
workshops, encouragement and 
inspiration provided by caring staff 
that has made the Women’s Network 
such a success for so many years. 
It seems a shame to me to dismantle 
such a helpful and important pro- 
gram and I hope the administration 
will reconsider the decision and rein- 
state the Women’s Network to its for- 
mer place. 

Sincerely, 

M. J. Pernaa 

Coordinator Emerita of Career 

Planning and Placement 
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Obama’s healthcare plan rewards vice 


Free health care for 
all, I think not 


By AARON Foss 
Correspondent 


President 
Obama's slow 
trod towards 
government- 
run health 
care seems to 
be well under- 
» way. This is 
highly unfor- 
tunate. 

While he has had no problem 
spending all of your taxdollars up 
until now, people don't seem to 
mind when it will eventually come 
back to them in the form of health 
services, rather than being used to 
bail out big corporations. 

But the basic question everyone 
asks is, “Does every American 
deserve health care?” 

It would seem a basic human 
right so the affirmative answer is 
the more popular one. I am saying 
absolutely not. 

My problem with giving my tax 
dollars to those who can't afford 


The school day 


insurance is more or less that the 
statistics say the majority of health 
care costs each year go to treat peo- 
ple with disease caused by their 
own vices and behaviors. 

For decades, the two leading 
causes of death in the United States, 
and by far the two most expensive 
to treat, are lung-disease and heart 
disease. 

Here are some hard numbers 
from what health care costs us each 
year. The American. Lung 
Association states that 440,000 peo- 
ple will die from lung disease in 
2009, with 400,000 of those being 
people who actively smoke. The 
cost of their treatments? 154 billion 
dollars. 

America's number one killer, 
heart disease, according to the 
American Heart Association, will 
take 631,600 lives. The cost of 
treating these patients? 304 billion 
dollars. 

This means in just 24 months, 
the cost of treating people for these 
mostly preventable diseases, will 
surpass the amount of Obama's 
entire bailout package for the banks 
and auto industry. 

It's staggering when you look at 
it in those terms. But then again, 
why would anyone care? 

We all want our health care for 


free. Who wouldn't want someone 
else to pay for all their necessities 
of life just because they are expen- 
sive. If we all need food to live, 
why not have the government pay 
for grocery insurance? If we need 
shelter, why not have the govern- 
ment pay for our houses? Why? 


products as well. Governor Deval 
Patrick has followed the lead of 
David Patterson of New York in 
proposing that soda and candy be 
taxed in Illinois, taxes on soda, 
candy and alcohol were raised just 
this year, far too early to see if it has 
an affect. I say tax them all and use 


————— SS ee 


...people who have slowl 
sound logic and reason by 
lungs with tar and clo 
with double deep frie 


ignored 
ing their 
ed their arteries 
bacon and sour 


cream sandwiches, you deserve free 
treatment less than anyone. 


Because when someone else pays, 
people don't care what anything 
costs. If they paid for our food, we'd 
all buy lobster and wine instead of 
tuna and milk. Instead of living in 
an affordable two bedroom home, 
we'd all be rollicking on the estates 
of houses far too large for us. 
Studies have shown that since 
the price of cigarettes increased 
from new taxes on tobacco, smok- 
ing has decreased. As_ the United 
States battles against obesity is still 
in its infancy, one must consider if 
this would work with taxing food 


should stay as is 


Obama 5 claims 


about South Korea 

are ill informed 

By JosHua Jo 

News Editor 

; In a 
> world of 


growing 
competition 
for jobs 
against for- 
eign nations, 
Obama 
stressed the 
importance of education last week 
on Tuesday by stating that he 
wants to extend the school year, 
but does his method of overhauling 
the education system lose focus on 
what really needs to be changed? 
“That calendar may have once 
made sense, but today, it puts us at 
a competitive disadvantage. Our 
children spend over a month less in 
school than children in South 
Korea. That is no way to prepare 
them for a 21st-century economy.” 
This is clearly a case of under- 
appreciating the American educa- 
tion system. As a Korean-born 
American citizen, my life is an 
example of the opportunities 
America offers and though many 


things in America aren’t perfect, it 
is still one of, if not the best coun- 
try to live in for seeking better 
opportunities for yourself. My par- 
ents moved to America specifically 
to escape the over-burdening edu- 
cation system and give my brother 
and | a better chance at academic 
success. 

Why, then, is Obama holding 
South Korea to such high regard? 
What is wrong with the South 
Korean education system? Obama 
often makes statements without 
full 
Korea boasts some of the highest 


knowing the story. South 
academic standards but at the cost 
of losing a well-rounded educa- 
tion. Students in America, as a 
whole, are more creative, innova- 
tive, socialized and athletic and are 
given all the options to be academ- 
ically successful if they choose to 
be. South Korean teens are in 
classrooms for 10 to 12 hours per 
day while U.S. teens spend 6 to 8 
hours per day. What are the reper- 
cussions of such a strict education 
system? Students are put under 
extreme pressure from their fami- 
lies, society, government and cul- 
ture to excel academically as the 
only means to be successful in life. 

The education system is so 
intense in fact that students will 
often take their own life if they’re 


not successful academically. 
According to the World Health 
Organization the fourth leading 
cause of death in South Korea is 
suicide and suicide rates increase 
sharply at all school institutions at 
around midterm and _ college 
admission time. Though almost 
everything in the world has room 
for improvement, the American 
education system is great the way 
it is. Options to take summer 
courses or hire tutors and attend 
academically orientated camps are 
available for everybody to seize. 
The public has a choice to become 
who they want to be and the 
options to fulfill their dreams as 
long as they choose. 

One idea that Obama proposed 
makes sense but I find will be dif- 
ficult to employ: extra pay for bet- 
ter teachers. “It is time to start 
rewarding good teachers and stop 
making excuses for bad ones.” We 
do need better teachers, especially 
for the high school education sys- 
tem. In terms of extending the 
school year, I strongly 
opposed; it should be about quali- 
ty, not quantity, otherwise future 
students and young adults will 
become too achievement-orientat- 
ed in an education system that fur- 
ther ignores the importance of a 
well-rounded education. 


am 


some of this money to put a dent 
into the obscene amount of spend- 
ing the Obama admisnistration 
seems so intent on giving people 
who don’t deserve it. 

Healthcare is just like any 
other industry, competition will 
drive prices down. Treatments that 
are often not covered by health 
insurance, like ‘lasik eye surgery 
and other cosmetic treatments, have 
gone down in price over the years 
because when people are getting 
botoxed or liposuctioned, and pay- 
ing for it with their own money, 


they will shop around for the best 
deal. Sometimes the difference can 
be thousands of dollars. 

If people start paying for their 
own health care they will start 
shopping around for the best prices 
and the health care costs will lower 
themselves. 

As for the hundreds of thou- 
sands of people who have slowly 
ignored sound logic and reason by 
filling their lungs with tar and clog- 
ging their arteries with double deep 
fried bacon and sour cream sand- 
wiches, you deserve free treatment 
less than anyone. You've put your- 
self in the situation in which you 
now find yourself by your own 
actions and now quite simply, you 
will die by your own hand. 

Any type of free health care 
needs to be reserved only for people 
who truly can't afford it and people 
who have not put themselves into 
their own life threatening situa- 
tions. 

The rest of us need to take 
responsibility for our own futures 
and stop taking handouts just 
because they are offered. The gov- 
ernment was not designed to pay for 
the cost of treating every American 
and if this road is continued, we 
will all find out together that it 
can't. 


Homelessness 
in Haverhill 


By Hore Hunt 
Correspondent 


Who hasn’t heard the tale of the 
Billy Goats Gruff; a morbidly gross 
tale of a troll, living under a bridge, 
harassing and “gobbling” all who 
seek passage across “his” bridge, 
but has anyone ever wondered who 
really dwells in those large crevices 
beneath your local bridge? 

In Haverhill there are no less 
than three bridges, connecting the 
areas separated by the Merrimac 
River, the largest of which is the 
Bridge St. Bridge or Basiliere 
Bridge (Rt. 125), connecting 
Haverhill to Bradford, and possess- 
ing enough area underneath for a 
troll to live. However, this is no 
fairy-tale, and instead of a troll 
inhabiting the underbelly of the 
bridge, there are ordinary people 
living in squalor. 

On the Main Street side of 
Basiliere Bridge, the area under- 
neath has been fenced off and weld- 
ed shut to prevent unwanted ten- 
ants, but the S. Main St. side of the 
bridge remains a viable option for 
the displaced and destitute. Access 
to this hidden habitat is found a few 
feet behind the Dunkin’ Donuts 
dumpster located at 15 S. Main St., 
where the constant treading of feet 
has formed a pathway to the under- 
belly of the bridge. 

“I'll never look at the bridge the 


” 


same,” explained Lori Simmer, a 
volunteer at Somebody Cares New 
England, an organization that 
works closely with Haverhill’s 
homeless population. “Now, it’s 
(the bridge) just a constant 
reminder of the desperate needs of 
the people in our city,” said 
Simmer, who recently visited the 
underbelly of the bridge to retrieve 
video footage of the extreme pover- 
ty in the Haverhill area. 

Under the bridge the overpow- 
ering stench of stale water and 
human waste looms in the air. Trash 
is strewn everywhere and there is 
graffiti covering every accessible 
inch of concrete. Overhead, pass- 
ing vehicles sound like thundering 
skies. The living conditions are 
beyond heinous, maybe fit for a 
troll, but not for a person, yet there 
are piles of blankets and clothing, 
awaiting the return of their owners, 
who call this hellhole home. 

“I don’t know where I’m going 
to sleep tonight. I’ve got nowhere 
to go,” explained Butch, a homeless 
alcoholic, who was drinking under- 
neath the bridge, and judging by the 
physical evidence under the bridge, 
Butch isn’t alone. 

In fact, Lori Simmer estimates, 
based upon what she saw under- 
neath the bridge, that anywhere 
between 4-10 people find lodging 
underneath the Basiliere Bridge 
each night. 
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The many problems with faith 


Religious faith doesn t 
hold up to logical or 
scientific scrutiny 


By SAM SAWYER 
Opinion Editor 


I feel that 
faith is a nega- 
tive force with 
tangible 
effects, and 
that it goes 
against logic 
and reason, 
which are two 
of the most 
important fac- 
tors in making 
the world a better place, as well as 
some of humanity’s best abilities. I 
try to look at the world logically, and 
I see no logic in faith, faith of course 
being belief without evidence. And 
while many people may not agree 
with my positions, I implore those of 
all viewpoints to hear me out. 

The problem I see with faith, in 
this case, specifically faith in God, is 
that there is simply no observable, 
testable, scientific or logical evidence 
for such a being’s existence. The 
only evidence is peoples’ experiences 
and resulting feelings; their emo- 
tions. As I’m sure everyone can 
acknowledge, our emotions can fre- 
quently be misleading, so they are 
not a reliable basis for an all-encom- 
passing belief, nor are personal expe- 
riences. Personal experiences can be 
amazing and teach us lessons about 
how to act in the world on their own 

merit. They are not the basis for 


unsubstantiated claims about the uni- 
verse, no matter how powerful the 
resulting feelings are. I see a similar 
problem in believing in heaven (post- 
mortem paradise and happiness, 
without conflict, for eternity.) I see it 
as completely incompatible with our 
species. We are human beings. What 
make us unique are our flaws. 
Without our flaws and conflicts, we 
wouldn’t be human; we would not be 
us. We would just be stripped down, 
one sided, docile versions of our- 
selves, without the idiosyncrasies 
that make us who we are. 

To justify their belief and reli- 
gion’s existence, many 
religious people often say 
things like “If we didn’t 
have the Bible (or what- 
ever holy book they sub- 
scribe to) we wouldn’t 
have any morals and peo- 
ple would just do whatev- 
er they wanted. Morals 
come from God.” This 


no morality and there would be 
chaos, I would pose the question, “If 
you were to find out that the Bible 
was not divinely authored, and that 
there was no God, heaven, or hell, 
would you suddenly become cruel or 
a criminal?” No. Only thoroughly 
disturbed individuals would. The 
earthly punishment for being a crim- 
inal is deterrence enough, not to men- 
tion we instinctively know harming 
innocent people to be wrong, and we 
can logically deduce that it is not 
compatible with society’s continued 
existence. I would submit Sweden as 
evidence that societies can function 


Br Yd 


“Personal experiences can be amazing 
and teach us lessons on their own 
merit... They are not the basis for unsub- 
stantiated claims about the universe...” 


who’s a therapist, and I told him that 
it seemed to me that believing a dead 
loved one is in heaven and that you 
will be reunited with them, in other 
words that they’re not really dead, is 
mentally unhealthy, and interferes 
with the grieving process. He 
agreed, saying that it was one of the 
hardest things about being a thera- 
pist, because he can’t tell his patients 
that what they believe is unhealthy, 
but he feels it to be true. He said that 
part of the grieving process is accept- 
ance, and if someone convinces 
themself that a person they love who 
has died isn’t actually gone, that 


theyll see 
them again, 
and often 
times that 
they’re cur- 
rently watch- 
ing over 
them, they 


haven’t truly 
accepted their 


claim is both untrue and, I loved one’s 
feel, insulting to the death. 
human race. I am an I'd also 


atheist, but I am also a good person. 
I am compassionate, I feel the chari- 
table urge, and I don’t do things that 
would bring harm to innocent people 
just because I don’t believe that a 
higher power is watching my every 
move. The reason I don’t do those 
things is because humanity’s basic 
morals are instinctual, and aid the 
continuation of society. Scientists 
have observed monkeys acting in a 
truly moral way, for example, they 
have seen younger monkeys getting 
nourishment for sick, older monkeys 
who cannot easily climb down to get 
things for themselves. To people 
who say that without religion there is 


well without religion. It has a popu- 
lation in which a majority of the citi- 
zens are not at all religious, yet they 
have an extremely low crime rate 
compared with America, a thorough- 
ly religious country. They have 
roughly 1 murder in 100,000 people, 
over five times less than in America. 

Another argument I frequently 
hear in favor of religion is that it’s 
comforting. That is certainly so for 
many people. But, as best selling 
atheist authors and scholars Richard 
Dawkins, Sam Harris and others have 
pointed out, just because something 
is comforting, doesn’t make it any 
truer. I have a friend in California 


Human trafficking 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Correspondent 


Human traf- 
ficking is cur- 
rently the sec- 
ond most prof- 
itable crime 
industry in the 
world _ today. 
Responding to 
the call for jus- 
_ tice, a new gen- 

eration of ordi- 
nary abolitionists in Massachusetts is 
rising up to abolish slavery, once and 
for all. 

There are 27 million people 
enslaved in the world today. That is 
double the amount of Africans who 
were victim to the previous transat- 
lantic slave trade. 80 percent of the 
slaves are women. 50 percent are 
children. Slave labor takes on many 
different forms, from forced labor in 
plantations, sweatshops and brothels 
to domestic servitude in the suburbs. 
Not only is slavery an integrated part 
of the global economy, it exists with- 
in our own borders. Incidents of 
reported slavery have dramatically 
increased in recent years, and local 
cases have even been reported here in 
Massachusetts. 

Modern day abolitionist and 
writer David Batstone wrote, “We 
live right now at one of those epic 
moments in the fight for human free- 
dom. We no longer have to wonder 
how we might respond to our 
moment of truth. It is we who are on 
the stage, and we can change the 
winds of history with our actions.” 

Fighting this pandemic at both a 
local and an international level is the 
advocacy organization Not For Sale, 
which has started a chapter here in 
Massachusetts. 

State Directors Anita Coco and 
Sarah Durfey are currently working 


to network and raise awareness with 
this issue. Some of their efforts 
involve working to change state leg- 
islature to provide more rights to vic- 
tims, as well as raise funds to build a 
safehouse in Boston. 

However, their strategies go 
beyond these projects. Not For Sale 
recognizes individuals as the needed 
catalyst for social change. They seek 
to multiply their efforts through a 
community of educated volunteers 
using their skills and talents in prac- 
tical ways to make a difference. 

“Not For Sale encourages each 
person to look at their gifts and inter- 
ests and then find a way to use these 
gifts to fight slavery” Co-State 
Director Coco says. “We need every- 
one!” 

The concept of community and 
networking is fundamental in making 
a difference in this issue. Everyone 
has different skills and more individ- 
uals mean more voices for change. 

“History has proven that change 
is brought about by a small group of 
people getting involved and standing 
against injustice,” local advocate and 
expert Marissa Furnanz says. It is 
through the efforts and voices of 
these people that social pressure ini- 
tiates change. Furnanz formerly 
organized awareness events in San 
Diego, Calif. and has recently 
returned to New England where she 
has been networking behind the 
scenes to connect a community of 
people with a similar heart for the 
issue. 

“It’s about people going from 
why should I care, to why wouldn’t I 
care.” She says that for true change to 
occur it will take a cultural paradigm 
shift that will train our culture to look 
for the warning signs of human traf- 
ficking. 

These include evidences of being 
controlled, an inability to move or 
leave a job, signs of physical abuse, 
fear or depression, not speaking on 


their own behalf or non-English 
speaking and not being able to show 
a form of identification. Upon recog- 
nizing a suspicious situation citizens 
can call the human trafficking hotline 
at 1-888-373-7888. 

Educating our culture to identify 
the warning signs can make all the 
difference on a local level. 

Founder of the Not For Sale 
organization, David Batstone, says 
that law enforcement alone will not 
solve this problem, but the solution 
will come from a community 
engaged group. 

Coco says the Not For Sale 
movement is working to bring our 
culture to what she calls a “tipping 
point,” meaning, “when information 
gets out to enough people, suddenly a 
saturation level occurs and it ‘tips’ — 
then everyone knows about it... We 
all need to work towards this goal,” 
she says. “The next wave will be to 
start rescuing victims in the US and 
provide services for them. The third 
wave will be to prevent trafficking 
from occurring in the first place.” 

The issue can be overwhelming, 
but experts agree that one of the most 
fundamental steps in making a differ- 
ence is the easiest: raising awareness. 
It is something that everyone can 
take part in simply by sharing with 
their friends and family members. 

According to Co-director Durfey, 
students can play a key role in this. 
“Students have so many resouces to 
share with the community... 
Academic engagement with the issue 
is severely lacking and needs to hap- 
Pers 

There are a variety of practical 
ways in which students can get 
involved. 

Students interested in taking part 
in the global movement to end slav- 
ery can contact Not For Sale at not- 
forsalema.org. 

“Tt is a war.” Coco says. “But we 
can win it!” 


like to touch on my problems with 
the concept of a loving God. I agree 
that normal, everyday struggles are 
compatible with such a deity’s exis- 
tence, because without any hardship, 
life wouldn’t be interesting or excit- 
ing; If there were no failure, success 
would mean nothing. 

However, there is a difference 
between financial difficulties, roman- 
tic strife, and tough decisions to 
make in life, with things like a baby 
born with a crack cocaine addiction, 
unloved and uncared for by his par- 
ents, shuffled through the foster sys- 
tem, only to have him die at a very 
young age in immense pain of termi- 


nal cancer? (That is a true story, 
relayed by famous Youtube user 
“TheAmazingAtheist.”) People try 
to justify things of that nature with 
statements like, “God needs him in 
heaven” or, “He made the people 
who worked with him value their 
lives more and gave them a better 
outlook because he had a positive 
attitude until he died.” God needs 
somebody in heaven? He’s God, he 
can just create their soul in heaven 
immediately, or solve any problem 
by just willing it away; he’s God, all 
powerful and all knowing, so that 
argument doesn’t even hold up in the 
logic of the devoutly religious. And 
if a loving God wanted to make peo- 
ple value their lives more, he could 
certainly do so without torturing an 
innocent child. 

I heard the argument from some- 
one earlier in the year that believing 
in God is comforting, because, to 
quote them, “God will never give me 
more than I can handle.” That’s easy 
to say for someone who’s alive and 
doesn’t have to contend with any 
truly crippling problems (severe 
poverty, terminal illness, etc.) God 
has actually given a lot of people 
more than they can handle. 

While I may criticize faith and 
religion, that doesn’t mean I don’t 
respect many people who are reli- 
gious, or anyone’s right to believe 
whatever they choose. In fact, two of 
my favorite filmmakers, Michael 
Moore and Kevin Smith, both con- 
sider themselves Catholics. My goal 
in writing this piece was not to 
offend, but to make people think 
about their beliefs and choices in a 
new light. 


Smoking policy 
needs improvement 


By PATRICK HOLLAND 
Correspondent 


M any 
NECC students 
are still adjust- 
ing to the new 
smoking policy, 
but when hear- 
ing the smoking 
policies of other 
schools in the 
area, it’s hard 
not to feel singled out. 

Timothy Fowler, a student at 
Manchester Community College, 
said that there are 2 designated smok- 
ing areas on campus at his school. He 
said “Even though there are designat- 
ed smoking areas, most people 
choose to ignore no-smoking policy”. 
When asked if he had ever seen 
enforcement of the policy, he said, 
no”. 

William Hamilton, a student at 
Keene State University, said that their 
policy on campus is similar to 
NECC’s previous policy which was 
to be 20 feet from a building. When 
asked if he had ever seen this policy 


“, 


enforced he said, “No. I know people 
that smoke in the dorms even; 
nobody really cares that much.” 
When asked what he thought of 
NECC’s policy compared to the one 
at Keene State, he said that he would 
be “pretty irritated to have to walk 
actoss campus” to a private vehicle, 
“Tf you’re paying money to go to col- 
lege, you should be treated like an 
adult if you so choose to smoke”. 

So why is it that NECC students 
are facing fines and suspension for 
smoking? 

NECC students see more nega- 
tive effects than a simple inconven- 
ience for smokers. Allison Burgio 
said that trying to drive out of the 
Spurk building parking lot at noon is 
a “nightmare” due to the huge crowds 
of smokers. “I have to rush to all of 
my classes because of the long walk 
back from the parking lot” she later 
said. 

Many have suggested a designat- 
ed smoking area such as the one at 
Manchester Community College. 
This might clear out the parking lot 
for drivers and help with tardiness to 
class, not to mention making the 
security guards’ jobs easier. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 
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Four thefts in (Student ID is 
recent months a necessity 


By JULIE VARNEY 


Editor-in-Chief 


The Student Senate held its 
first meeting of the semester on 
Wednesday, Sept. 23 where the 
possibility of whether or not sen- 
ate elections will be held was dis- 
cussed. 

At the time of the meeting, 
one student had already tumed in 
a nomination petition and a few 
others who were not present had 
expressed interest in running for 
a senate seat, according to Dina 
Brown, senate adviser and direc- 
tor of student engagement. 

According to Brown, the sen- 
ate must have seven students 
interested in running in order to 
hold an election as stated in their 
constitution. 

“If there are no contested 
positions we don’t need to have 
elections,” Brown said. 

Nomination petitions were 
due Friday, Oct. 2 to Brown in 
order to be reviewed and certi- 
fied. 

Five seats are also available 
for student representatives to sen- 
ate from the five largest clubs on 
campus. These students do not 
run for election, rather they are 
appointed. 

At the time of the meeting, 
one student from the paralegal 
club was already appointed to a 


senate seat. 


Continued from Page 1 

In addition to these four thefts, a 
vehicle was also broken into on 
August 11] in lot two by the Behrakis 
Student Center. 

In that incident, Sarah Goodridge 
told police she parked her 1999 gray 
Honda Civic at approximately 12 
p.m. and locked all the doors. When 
she returned an hour later, at about | 
p.m., she found the car with the dn- 
ver’s seat pushed all the way back 
and all the doors unlocked, police 
said. 

According to police, someone 
had stuck an object, possibly a screw- 
driver, into the driver’s door lock of 
the vehicle and forced it open. The 
driver’s door lock was damaged but it 
appeared nothing was taken from 
inside the vehicle, police said. 

Prior to these recent thefts, the 
last car stolen on campus was in 
October 2006 when a 1997 Honda 
Civic was stolen from parking lot two 
next to the Behrakis Student Center. 

It also might not be a coincidence 
that most of the vehicles stolen were 
Honda Civics. 

According to an Aug. 24 report 
by the National Insurance Crime 
Bureau, the Honda Civic is the most 
stolen vehicle in Massachusetts. Last 
year there were 48,073 Civics stolen 
nationwide. 

“The Honda Civic has always 
been a popular stolen car, (it’s) pop- 
ular for parts,” Pistone said. 

According to the report, older 
vehicles are stolen so often because 
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their lack of anti-theft technology 
makes them easier to access and their 
parts are valuable on the black mar- 
ket. 

Pistone recommends that drivers 
invest in an anti-theft deterrent such 
as the club, which he said is a cheap 
alternative to an alarm. 

“The seasoned car thief doesn’t 
take long to get into a car and get 
away with it. They want to get in and 
out quickly, and if there is a deterrent 
such as a club, they won’t want to 
waste their time with it and risk get- 
ting caught,” he said. 

Pistone also urges drivers to keep 
valuables, such as GPS units, out of 
visibility. 

“Then it won’t become a crime of 
opportunity. If it’s not in view a thief 
may pass on to another car and look 
for something more appetizing.” 

The C building lot is the most 
popular parking lot on campus, 
according to Blouin, which also 
might provide thieves with an oppor- 
tunity. 

“They might be using that to their 
advantage. If it’s so packed and 
because there are so many people 
coming and going and so many cars, 
they’re not drawing any attention to 
themselves. They probably fit in,” 
Pistone said. 

Blouin said both security and stu- 
dents need to be aware of their sur- 
roundings in order to prevent such 
thefts. 

“We have guards out there right 
now patrolling the lot in the van and 
on bikes. We have a camera system 
where we can see some of the lots,” 
Blouin said. “If somebody sees 
something suspicious, they should 
call security.” 


From the labs to the 
library, its the key 


to the college 


By GATHURU NDUNGU 
Correspondent 


A large number of NECC stu- 
dents do not have their student IDs, 
which prevents them from taking 
advantage of all that NECC has to 
offer. 

According to Dina Brown, direc- 
tor of student engagement, a student 
ID is something students need to uti- 
lize the many services offered by the 
school. At the computer and photog- 
raphy labs, an ID is required to use 
the lab. 

According to System Analyst 
Paula Emerson, who works at the 
computer lab, when asked why they 
are so strict on checking for the stu- 
dent IDs, she said it was for the bet- 
terment of students who have paid to 
be here and to make sure their money 
isn't misused, especially in this eco- 
nomic time. Emerson also said she 
had just sent a student to have an ID 
validated so they could use the com- 
puter lab. 

IDs must be vaildated with a 
sticker every semester a student is 
registered for classes. This can be 
done by going to the Welcome 
Express desk at the One-Stop Center 
or Student Activities office in 
Lawrence. 


The Haverhill campus is very 
strict on checking IDs. Unlike 
Lawrence, they have someone at the 
entrance to the lab that checks for the 
ID as a student is signing in. There 
are fewer system analysts over at the 
Lawrence campus and that's why 
they can't keep track of everyone 
when they are coming in, according 
to Emerson. 

Some students have their own 
computers, a reason that makes them 
not use any of the schools computers 
and this way avoiding the scrutiny at 
the computer labs. Also, at the library 
students are not required to have [Ds 
to use any material and the library 
only requires library cards when one 
is checking out something. 

The school also offers a lot of 
discounts outside of school activities. 
From a handout given by the student 
engagement office, you can buy 
cheap movie tickets from the school 
and all you need is just show your 
student ID. 

To encourage students to get their 
IDs, the school plans activities and 
give out free items in the beginning 
of the semester. 

The student IDs are given free 
when the first time and $5 is charged 
for a replacement. The student center 
is open for students to get their [Ds in 
the beginning of the semester. Later 
in the semester, if you want to get an 
ID you have to schedule an appoint- 
ment. Students are also required to 
bring a current class schedule with 
them when they get an ID. 
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Contemporary Affairs 


New officers elected 
at first meeting 


By JOSHUA JO 
News Editor 


Joe Donlon was handed the hon- 
orary gavel on Wednesday, Sept. 23 
and took his place as re-elected pres- 
ident of the Contemporary Affairs 
Club. As president, Donlon hopes to 
“bring awareness of political and 
contemporary thought to NECC.” 

His staff of newly elected offi- 
cers, including Vice President Lathon 
Jones-Downing, Secretary Shauna 
Gobeil and Treasurer Nigel Mainville 
promise many fundraisers, heated 
debates and guest appearances. 
History Professor Steve Russell, fac- 
ulty adviser to the club, will present 
guest appearances from this year’s 
senate candidates. Reed Hoover, long 
time club member, even mentioned a 
potential guest, Gov. Deval Patrick in 
the spring semester. 

“Tm very happy to be able to 
work with students this year and see 
the progress we make together 
towards helping to better understand 
our world and society’s problems we 
must face,” said Jones-Downing, 
reflecting the enthusiasms and 
motives of all his fellow officers and 
members. 

The Contemporary Affairs Club 
is swift with their intentions and has 


Club’s 


Hot topic debate 
piques student 
interests 


By Horr HuNT 
Correspondent 


Professors Lis Espinoza and 
Steve Russell attempted to tackle the 
controversial issue of immigration on 
Wednesday, Sept. 30 in a debate 
sponsored by the Contemporary 
Affairs Club. 

The debate focused primarily on 
the issues of border control and the 
economic effect of illegal immigra- 
tion. 

Both Russell and Espinoza 
agreed that the fences currently in 
place are failing as a deterrent. 
Russell promoted a tougher and moré 
militarized border control policy, 


Carbon monoxide alarm goes off 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled 
to inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security on the Haverhill and 
Lawrence campuses. 

This log covers incidents from 
Sept. 19 to Oct. 3. 


already held their 
first major event 
of the academic 
year. English 
Professor Lis 
Espinoza and 
Russell held a for- 
mal debate, * 
“Immigration: 
Options for the 
Undocumented.” 
“Should undocu- 
mented immi- 
grants be given a 
path to citizenship 
or be deported?” 
Russell said. The 
contemporary 
Affairs Club is 


forum 
Healthcare 
re fo rm 
Wednesday 
October 7, 12 to 1p.m. in room C- 
110. 

Events such as these will be plen- 
tiful during these times, with the 
recession, US involvement in the 
Middle East and Obama as president, 
there are plenty of topics to discuss. 
Should we be in Afghanistan? What’s 
the deal with healthcare reform? 
What is the meaning of Columbus 
Day and should we celebrate it? Look 
forward to these events and many 
others this academic year, including 
“snap debates.” Snap debates are 
fast-paced discussions bringing heat- 


debate 


while Espinoza advocated a more 
open policy regarding the borders. 

Espinoza strongly disagreed with 
the militarization of the U.S. border. 
She stated that since the formation of 
North American Free Trade 
Agreement in 1994 there has been 
the free movement of goods over the 
border, and that this agreement 
should be extended to the movement 
of persons as well. 

When the floor was opened for 
questions, there were many eager 
hands raised from the audience of 
almost 100 NECC students, faculty 
and staff. 

Professor Stephen Slaner, who 
attended the debate, reaffirmed 
Espinoza’s argument that the milita- 
rization of the border would not 
work, stating that more people would 
die needlessly in addition to the 
5,000 annual deaths of undocument- 
ed persons. 

Several audience members ques- 
tioned how these undocumented per- 


Wednesday, Sept. 23 - A car was 
stolen from C building lot #4. Police 
were called, 10 a.m. 


Wednesday, Sept. 23 - A lost iPod 
was left on the shuttle bus. It was 
turned in to lost and found on the 
Lawrence campus, 9 a.m. 


Thursday, Sept. 24 - the daycare 
on the Lawrence campus reported 
their carbon monoxide alarm was 
going off. The Lawrence Fire 
Department was called and the area 


was checked, 7:50 a.m. 


Joshua Jo photo 
also holding a The club’s new officers: Nigel Mainville, 


on Joe Donlon, Shauna Gobeil and Lathon 
Jones-Downing. 


ed topics into light in a short amount 
of time. It’s all about being concise, 
accurate and fast. Most importantly, 
all this is “to keep the college com- 
munity informed about the world,” 
said Russell. 

Any of the debates, discussions, 
forums and events are open to all stu- 
dents and participation from the stu- 
dent body is encouraged. The debates 
are “open so anybody who wants to 
can participate,” Donlon said. The 
Contemporary Affairs Club opens its 
minds and doors and accepts all stu- 
dents and opinions. 


draws 


sons affect the economy, to which 
Espinoza responded they are benefi- 
cial to the economy. 

“Structurally, right now we need 
them,” Espinoza said 

Russell even added the U.S. 
might possibly benefit from upping 
immigration quotas and making the 
process of becoming legal easier. 

Espinoza also brought the issue 
of human rights and fair wages for 
undocumented persons to the table. 

She stated the undocumented 
persons’ human rights are being 
abused by corporations in the U.S., to 
which Russell answered, “We can 
stop the human rights abuses on the 
undocumented by reducing the flow 
of the undocumented over the bor- 
ders.” 

Russell stated there are currently 
between 11 to 12 million undocu- 
mented persons living in the U.S. and 
while they do contribute to the coun- 
try’s economic growth, something 
needs to be done. 


Thursday, Sept. 24 - A guard on 
the Lawrence campus noticed all the 
pay phones were taken out of the 
building. The phones were removed 
by Verizon, 4 p.m. 


Saturday, Sept. 26 - Aroom alarm 
on the Lawrence campus was set off, 
8:30 a.m. 


Wednesday, Sept. 30 - A car was 
moved and broken into in C building 
lot #4. police were called, 9:50 a.m. 


Wednesday, Sept. 30 - A guard 
noticed one of the doors of the 
Lawrence campus was not latching. 
Maintenance was called, 9 a.m. 
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ECMP Artistic Director Michael G. Finegold Courtesy photo 

The Essex Chamber Music Players (ECMP), in residence at 
NECC, will celebrate the 200th anniversary of German composer Felix 
Mendelssohn’s birth year in a concert on Sunday, Oct. 18, at 2:30 p.m. at 
the Technology Center on the Haverhill Campus. 
ECMP will honor Mendelssohn, who was born in 1809 and died in 1847, 
with a performance of the composer’s “Trio in D minor for Flute, Cello 
and Piano.” Other pieces on the program include “Trio for Flute, Cello and 
Piano,” by Norman Dello Joio, Boston University’s distinguished compos- 
er and former dean of the School of Fine and Applied Arts, and“Assobio 
A Jato - The Jet Whistle for Flute and Cello” by Heitor Villa - Lobos, 
Brazil’s foremost composer. 

Performers include flutist and ECMP Artistic Director Michael 
G. Finegold of Andover, cellist Emmanuel Feldman of West Newton, and 
pianist David A. Pihl of Worcester. 

Tickets cost $10 and $5 for students. NECC students with a college ID 
are admitted free. Tickets may be purchased at the door or online at 
www.mvarts. info. 

For more information, call 978-470-1584 or visit www.essexchamber- 
musicplayers.org. 


large crowd 


Julie Varney photo 
The audience participates in the immigration debate 
held by the Contemporary Affairs club on Sept. 30. 


Read the Observer 
online: 


WWW.neCC. 
mass.edu/ 
observer 
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Events 


Calendar 
OCTOBER 


y FRIDAY 


* The film “American 
Gender: Breaking All the 
Rules” will be shown at 2 p.m. 
in room E-155. The event is 
sponsored by Amnesty 
International. For more infor- 
mation, contact Professor 
Andrew Morse at 978-556- 
3316. 


4. WEDNESDAY 


* The Contemporary 
Affairs Club is sponsoring a 
forum on health care reform, 
“What is Obama's plan?” from 
12 to 1p.m. in room C-110. 


For more information, 
contact the club president 
Joe Donlon at _ donlon- 


joseph@comcast.net. 


* A transfer college fair will 
be held in the Lawrence cam- 
pus atrium from 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. For more information, visit 
www.mass.edu/masstransfer. 


* The Business/Hospitality 
Department will be holding a 
craft fair from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
in the C building lobby. There 
will be soaps, handpainted 
items, paperback books, bake- 
sale and holiday decorations 
for sale. For more information 
or to reserve a table, contact 
Sandra Kauffman at: 
skauffman@necc.mass.edu. 


16 FRIDAY 


*  Tertulia’s book club 
meets on Fridays from 12 to 1 
p.m. in room L-144 on the 
Lawrence campus. For more 
information, call Gisela Nash 
at 978-738-7413 or Glennys 
Sanchez at 978-738-7438. 


* A transfer college fair 
will be held in the Technology 
Center on the Haverhill cam- 
pus from10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For 
more _ information, visit 
www.mass.edu/masstransfer. 


* A Halloween party will 
be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the Sport and Fitness 
Center. 


* A Halloween party will 
be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
in the Lawrence campus atri- 


Planning for tomorrow 


Transfer Day will 
bring hope to NECC 
students 


By JAMIE-LEE RODRIGUEZ 
Campus Life Editor 


A normal 
w community 
college offers 
you the oppor- 
tunity to get 
your education 
in two years. 
This gives you 
a fair amount 
of time to earn 
your associates 
degree in whatever field of study you 
prefer. However, many students here 
at Northern Essex feel as though they 
cannot achieve their goal of getting 
their degree in only two years. 

If you are like most who have 
part-time or full-time jobs, or chil- 
dren then you may find this hard to 
achieve as well. Looking through the 
academic advising book for 2009 you 
will see many different certificate 
classes as well as associate degree 
programs which cram in five classes 
per semester plus an extra semester in 
the summer. When talking to most 
NECC students, they seem discour- 
aged by this. 

“Tl feel as though I am never 
going to get my degree in time. They 
always say an associates degree will 
take only two years but so far I have 


been at Fisher College, Bunker Hill 
and NECC for a total of three years 
and I’m not even close to earning my 
degree.” Shauntiea Ruiz, a nursing 
major, said. 

Many NECC students find them- 
selves taking on an extra job, because 
the current economic struggles. This 
holds them back from thrusting them- 
selves into their education by taking 
more classes or studying more fre- 
quently. 

“This will continue to happen as 
long as our economy is this bad.” said 
academic advisor Rosalie Catalano. 

While 
this issue is 
one of the 
biggest on 
campus, 
NECC pro- 
vides _ the 
opportunity 
for students 
to grow as 
well as 
expand from 
this environment. It allows you to 
earn a college degree and college 
credits without the stress from nor- 
mal state schools or private colleges. 
The classes are mostly small, ranging 
from 15-30 students and the curricu- 
lum is that of a normal 4-year col- 
lege. Students come to NECC mostly 
to either stay close to home, or save 
money. This allows them to study the 
same courses they would at a normal 
school for an affordable price, as well 
as the ability to work and have their 
normal lives. “NECC is like a step- 
ping stone for students, it helps you 


colleges, 
schools.” 


achieve one goal while planning for 
something bigger.” Catalano says. 

NECC also helps students to 
expand their horizons and explore 
different schools. 

“Once I get most of my courses 
out of the way I am hoping to get into 
a 4-year college in Boston, hopefully 
UMass or Boston College. The advi- 
sors in Lawrence are helping me by 
advising me on what classes to take, 
and which courses will most likely 
transfer over.” Ruiz stated. 

Next week Academic Advising 
will be holding a Transfer College 


Sn ye 


“This is definitely a good opportunity 
for students to meet with 50 different 


both state and private 
— Rosalie Catalano 


Day. This is where schools, both pri- 
vate and state college will come to 
give out information on their differ- 
ent programs of study. 

“This is definitely a good oppor- 
tunity for students to meet with 50 
different colleges both state schools 
and private,” said Catalano, “This 
year we have Babson College a very 
well known business school, SSC, 
Mass College of Pharmacy and many 
more good schools coming to this 
event.” Some students are concerned 
with their credits transferring over. 

When asked whether private 


schools are more difficult with trans- 
ferring credits as opposed to state 
schools Catalano responded by say- 
ing, “NECC has a lot of private 
schools who work very closely with 
us, as well as state schools. There 
isn’t that big of a difference when it 
comes to transferring credits to either 
state or private colleges.” 

For students who come to NECC 
knowing they will be transferring to a 
four year school Catalano has some 
advice. “Make sure you know what 
school you are interested in transfer- 
ring to and what 
courses they require 
so you could plan 
ahead of time, and 
take the proper cours- 
es to transfer over 
when you are ready.” 

Transferring to a 
4-year school can 
open a lot of doors to 
students who plan on 
earning their bachelors degree. 
Depending on your program of study 
it will allow you to become a junior 
or senior at that school if you are 
coming out of NECC. Most of the 
time if you transfer before you earn 
an associates degree there is no time 
lost. Anyone who is interested in 
transferring to any other school 
whether it be this spring or next fall, 
make sure to come down to the tech- 
nology center on Wednesday, Oct. 21 
from 10 a.m. to | p.m. 


Sports, fitness and more 


NECC’S Sport and 
Fitness Center is a 


great place to unwind 


By ToM HANNON 
Correspondent 


Do you really need that gym 
membership? Not if you tap into 
NECC’s resources at the Sports and 
Fitness Center, where you can play 
intramural sports, work out, use the 
gym or rent sports equipment to use 
on campus. 

Maureen Saliba Assistant 
Director of Intramurals & Recreation 
runs the program and creates the 
events for students to play in. “It is 
great for a Community College to 
have such a valuable resource for 
students. I get to see many different 
kids come out weekly and the great 
thing is all talent levels can play.” 
Saliba has held the position for four 
years at NECC. 

Twenty-odd students, men and 
women alike, gathered outside the 
Center on Friday, Sept. 25 for a game 
of flag football. It was a fun game to 
watch, and it ended in a tie as the 
“Red Team” intercepts a pass on the 
“Blue Team’s” last drive of the game. 
It was back and forth for the whole 
game showing the teams’ skill was 
evenly matched. 

The students made an effort for 
every player to catch a ball, play 
quarterback and return a kick. “We 
normally have 12 to 14 people,” 
Saliba said, “but we would love to 
have more. Some students say it 
helps create a comradery among stu- 


dents. Most students believe that 
intramural sports are a great way to 
stay in shape and to meet your fellow 
students.” 

October’s Intramural Schedule 
includes: Ultimate frisbee, Wii tour- 
nament, matball, foosball, darts, pool, 
volleyball, soccer, flag football and 
weekend trips such as white water 
rafting. There are 13 events planned 
for November, which include many 
new activities. 

The Sports. and Fitness Center 
also has a great facility for you to get 
or stay in shape, and the key word for 
every student, it is FREE! Multiple 
resources are available to you, such 
as: fitness evaluations, exercise pro- 
grams, wellness seminars, exercise 
classes, motivational programs, 


strength and conditioning, and per- 
sonal training. 

The fitness center has ample 
equipment to get the workout you 
need. Elliptical Stepper, treadmills, 
life cycles, 15 Cybex Strength 
Machines, 4,000 pounds of free 
weights, rowing ergometers, stair 
climbers and Futrex 5000 body com- 
position analyzer. The Fitness Center 
has posted hours Monday thru Friday 
that do change seasonally. 

The gymnasium is open Monday 
through Friday 10 a.m. to | p.m. for 
informal use for all students. If you 
don’t have a ball don’t worry. Your 
Student ID gives you the access to 
basketballs, soccer balls, and foot- 
balls. You will also find baseball 
gloves, Frisbees and much more. 


Jamie-Lee Rodriguez photo 
NECC’s weight room provides everything you need to be a top-notch triumph. 


Hidden behind the Center is a track 
that is a great place to take a meas- 
ured walk or run. 

If you are not into active sports, 
the Center has a social area to play 
pool, darts, foosball, table tennis, 
board games and a snack bar. 

What do you need to play sports 
or rent equipment? You only need 
your student ID and the willingness 
to get out there and make somé new 
friends. Interested Students can pick 
up a flyer at the Center or around 
campus. Activities are posted on all 
the school bulletin boards or contact 
Maureen Saliba at 978 556-3718 or 
email msaliba@necc.mass.edu for 
more info. 
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Arts & Entertainment 


‘Dancing with the Stars’ is back 


Another season 
dances its way to the 
ballroom floor 


By NICOLE SCOPA 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


T hive 
smash hit 


Stars”, is 
back for 
another sea- 
son as of 
Sept. 21. 

This season is different than the 
others: it features the largest cast, six- 
teen dancers. The sixteen stars that 
are on this show are: Aaron Carter, 
Ashley Hamilton, Chuck Liddell, 
Debi Mazar, Donny Osmond, Joanna 
Krupa, Kathy Ireland, Kelly 
Osbourne, Louie Vito, Macy Gray, 
‘Mark Dacascos, Melissa Joan Hart, 
Michael Irvin, Mya, Natalie 
Coughlin and Tom Delay. 

The current seasons has been 
tunning for three weeks and three 
stars have been eliminated. They 
were Ashley Hamilton, Macy Gray, 
and Kathy Ireland. They all tried 
their best, but their best just wasn’t 
good enough leaving 13 contestants 


remaining. Out of the remaining cast, 
the top two “fan favorites” are Aaron 
Carter and Mya. In Week two, the 
two scored the highest which was 27. 
Trailing right behind them is Donny 
Osmond who had scored a 25 the 
same week. Kelly Osbourne, on the 
first week, wowed everyone includ- 
ing her mother, Sharon Osbourne, 
who was in so much awe after her 
first performance that she started 
bawling. Her second week didn’t go 
nearly as well, and she stumbled 
through her tango to a mediocre 19. 

The competition is ferocious 
since it’s obvious that all these stars 
would love to win, but only one can. 

Aaron Carter stated in a radio 
interview and in an article on bud- 
dytv.com that, “There are no ifs, ands 
or buts or possibilities or chances, 
I’m going to win Dancing With the 
Stars.” 

Many took that statement as 
being cocky, and I can see why they 
would. It is a cocky statement to 
make, especially since we’re only up 
to the third week point of this show. 

His partner, Karina Smirnoff, 
defended Carter’s statement and told 
usmagazine.com, “He is humble and 
one of the most non-cocky people on 
the planet!” She then continued to 
say, “All he said was, ‘We’re going to 
win.’ They take that one sentence and 
isolate that.” 

There is a difference between 


being confident and proud of your 
accomplishments, which I would say 
he is, and being cocky. There are 
some things that should be kept qui- 
etly in your mind and not said where 
everyone can read it. Comments like 
that will tum off many people 
because they'll now think that he’s 
too full of himself, and no one likes 
people like that. Not only that, but 
Carter has had experience in the past 
with his whole “I want Candy” and 
“Aaron’s Party.” It may have been 
hip hop/pop genre, but it’s not like he 
was never exposed to dancing or 
music at all. There are many people 
on this show that are clueless and 
truly are beginners, and they get 
ridiculed for it because they’re not 
that good. Well, that’s what the whole 
show is about. It’s about throwing a 
group of beginners into an atmos- 
phere of dance and learning, not to go 
on the show and improve on what 
you already know something about. 
Same thing goes for Mya: she’s 
familiar with being an entertainer and 
dancing. 

I believe, at this point, that Louie 
Vito has the potential to be a good 
dancer. He’s a professional snow- 
boarder, therefore he has no idea 
about any of this stuff. He’s so used 
to wearing snow boots and keeping 
his body rigid that it’s hard to. trans- 
form into a graceful dancer every 
week. 


Polanski may soon 


Controversy of a 
filmmaker and his 
questionable past 


By STEPHEN C. GILMORE 
Correspondent 


On Sept. 26 the well-known and 
controversial filmmaker Roman 
Polanski was taken into custody by 
Swiss authorities for an outstanding 
U.S. arrest warrant issued over 30 
years ago. 

The arrest took place in 
Switzerland, where he went to 
receive a Lifetime Achievement 
Award at the Zurich Film Festival, 
with U.S. officials learning several 
days in advance of Polanski’s 
planned attendance. 

The initial warrant was issued in 
early 1978 when Roman Polanski 
fled the United States after being con- 
victed for “unlawful sex with a 
minor.” That minor being Samantha 
Geimer, who was just 13 years old at 
the time. Polanski was 44 years old. 

Polanski’s successful career as a 
filmmaker has involved making criti- 


cally acclaimed films such as 
“Rosemary’s Baby” (1968), 
“Chinatown” (1974), and “The 


Pianist” (2002), films that have won 
him many awards. 

However, because of his out- 
standing warrant, Polanski has since 


lived in France where his citizenship 
protects him from U.S. extradition, 
and he only travels between France, 
Poland, Germany and the Czech 
Republic; countries that protect him 
by the same extradition laws. 

Polanski was married to the beau- 
tiful young actress Sharon Tate, who 
was murdered on the night of Aug. 8, 
1969, just four days before due date 
of her and Polanski’s first child,in a 
heinous crime committed by cult 
members of the Charles Manson fam- 
ily. Polanski was on a trip in London 
at the time and was due back in just a 
few days. 

It was just three years later that 
the sexual intercourse with 13-year- 
old Samantha Geimer took place dur- 
ing a photo shoot Polanski had set-up 
with the girl, according to Geimer’s 
statements. 

“We did photos with me drinking 
champagne,” Geimer says. “Toward 
the end it got a little scary, and I real- 
ized he had other intentions and I 
knew I was not where I should be. I 
just didn’t quite know how to get 
myself out of there.” 

Geimer recalled in a 2003 inter- 
view that she began to feel uncom- 
fortable after he asked her to lie down 
on a bed, and how she had attempted 
to resist and continually yelled out 
“No!” as he continued to persuade 
her. 

“We were alone and I didn’t 
know what else would happen if I 


made a scene. So I was just scared, 
and after giving some resistance, | 
figured well, I guess I’ll get to come 
home after this,” she said. 

Polanski was primarily charged 
with rape by use of drugs, perversion, 
sodomy, lewd and lascivious act upon 
a child under 14, and furnishing a 
controlled substance (methaqualone) 
to a minor. These charges were later 
dropped under the terms of his plea 
bargain, because he pleaded guilty to 
the lesser charge of engaging in 
unlawful sexual intercourse with a 
minor. 

He was sentenced to a 90-day 
psychiatric evaluation, and was 
released after 42 days. 

After his release, all parties 
expected Polanski to get only proba- 
tion at the subsequent sentencing 
hearing, but after a supposed conver- 
sation with Los Angeles Deputy 
District Attomey David Wells, the 
judge apparently “suggested to 
Polanski’s attorneys that he would 
send the director to prison and order 
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Photo courtesy of ABC 


Louie Vito trades his snow boots in for dance shoes 
as he continues to improve each week. 


“Grace and elegance. I don’t 
know if I have that,” he said on the 
Web site for the show. 

His scores may not have been the 
highest, but there are chances for him 
to grow, and I believe he will. 

Get in on the action and watch 
“Dancing with the Stars” to see what 


happens and also to pick who you 
would like to see win. 

“Dancing with the Stars” is on 
every Tuesday at 8 p.m. on ABC. To 
learn more about each star you can 
visit http://abc.go.com/shows/danc- 
ing-with-the-stars and view each 
star’s biography. 


face justice 


him deported.” 

Polanski did not like this news. 
After having already surviving the 
Holocaust in his youth, the thought of 
being imprisoned behind bars was 
unbearable. He fled the United States 
to France, where he remained a fugi- 
tive until now. 

Just days ‘after the arrest, it 
remains to be seen if Polanski will be 
sentenced and for what charges. 
Geimer has since settled for an undis- 
closed amount of money and wishes 
for the charges that took place over 
30 years ago to be dropped. 

In a 2008 interview, Geimer said 
she wishes that Polanski would be 
forgiven for the rape. 

“T think he’s sorry, I think he 
knows it was wrong. I don’t think 
he’s a danger to society. I don’t think 
he needs to be locked up forever and 
no one has ever come out ever, 
besides me, and accused him of any- 
thing. It was 30 years ago now. It’s an 
unpleasant memory ... (but) I can live 
with it,” she said. 


Read the Observer online: 


www.necc.mass.edu/observer 


Polish-French 
director, actor, © 
screenwriter, 
producer 


Roman 
Polans 


Born 1933 in Paris, France, as 
Rajmund Roman Liebling 


Family Married to Barbara Lass 
(1959-1962), Sharon Tate - 
(1968-1969), Emmanuelle Seigner 
(1989 to present); two children 


Education Graduates from The 
Leon Schiller's National Higher 
School of Film, Television and 
Theatre in Lodz, Poland, in 1959 


1943 Escapes the Krakow Ghetto 
after moving to Poland with his 
family in 1936 


Career highlights 
Big hits “Knife in the Water” 
(1962), “Repulsion” (1965), 
“Rosemary's Baby” (1968), 
“Chinatown” (1974), “Tess” (1979), 
“Pirates” (1986), “Bitter Moon” 
(1992), “The Ninth Gate” (1999), 
“The Pianist” (2002) 


Awards Golden Globe for 
“Chinatown” (1974), Academy 
Award and Golden Paim of 
Cannes for “The Pianist” (2002) 


Tragedy/controversy 
1969 Pregnant wife Sharon Tate 
murdered by the Manson family 


1977 Charged with unlawful sexual 
intercourse with a minor in the U.S.; 
flees to France to avoid 
imprisonment 

2009 Arrested in Switzerland; U.S. 
attempts extradition 


Source: IMOB, MCT Photo Service 
Graphic: Jurie Bro-Jorgensen ©2009 MCT 
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Alice in Chains ‘This is It’? with 


is back in ‘Black’ Jackson’s last release 


By STEVE TONEY 
Correspondent 

. With the 
release of their 
new album, 
“Black Gives 
Way to Blue”, 
Alice In Chains 
is blasting their 
way back into 
the ranks of 
mainstream 
rock, and not stepping down for any- 
one. With full force instrumentals, 
masterfully worded lyrics, and flaw- 
less form, AIC in paving 
their way for a come- 
back. 

Being a “90s grunge 
band with hints of 
metal, who climbed 
the ranks at the same 
time as bands like 
Nirvana, Pearl Jam, 
Mudhoney and 
more, it was hard 
to believe Alice in 
Chains would 
attempt to mount any 
effort of regrouping. 

I did have some inhibitions when 
I discovered talks of a new album, 
but all of my doubts were smashed 
within 10 seconds of listening to 
“Black Gives Way To Blue”. 

After the death of their vocalist, 
Layne Staley, in 2002, and having not 
put out a studio album since 1995, the 
band went on a hiatus from the scene 
for years. Only playing a show in 
2005, another in 2006, and a short 
reunion tour following the show in 
2006 with William DuVall on lead 
vocals, the band was not producing 
much of anything. With the short stint 


‘Moore’ to love 


of shows came the writing of new 
material and, eventually, talks of 
recording new material. 

Alice in Chains began recording 
“Black Gives Way to Blue” in 
October of 2008, and released it on 
Sept. 29. With singles like “Check 
My Brain” and “A Looking in View” 
renewing the oh-so-familiar sound, 
the band proves they still have what it 
takes even with a 14 year gap 
between albums. The only song that 
isn’t AIC caliber would have to be 
“Last of My Kind.” It sounds like the 
chorus was ripped off of Rob 
Zombie’s “Dragula”, but it could just 
be the Haverhill factor for me. 
DuVall delivers an 
impeccable per- 
formance, one 
worthy of bearing 
the name Alice in 
Chains. The lyrics 


and voice sound 
eerily familiar to the 
late Layne Staley, 


backed by a grungy- 
metal guitar and drum 
instrumentals. Still 
sticking to their guns, the 
title track, “Black Gives Way to 
Blue,” the band does a tribute to 
Layne, which surprisingly features 
Elton John on piano. 

All things considered, “Black 
Gives Way to Blue” is a very good 
album and definitely one of the best 
Alice In Chains has put out, and it is 
a must own for today’s music selec- 
tion. 

Layne Staley will be missed, but 
this band proves they are talented 
enough to be able to continue on. 


By EmILy Morse 
Correspondent 


“This is It”, Michael Jackson’s 
first posthumous single, will be 
released on Oct. 12. Jackson died on 
June 25 as the result of a homicide 
caused by acute intoxication of sev- 
eral sedatives. 

Following this single will be the 
release of a full two-disc album 
which is dated to be out to the U.S 
Oct. 27, the day before the worldwide 
release of the “This is It” movie. The 
record is said to include tracks fea- 
tured in the movie. 

The movie is set to be in theaters 
for just two weeks; it allows his fans 
to see his last few days and follows 
Jackson’s “This is It” tour. The 
exclusive clip of “This is It” is now 
available in iTunes Trailers. The trail- 
er also premiered at the 2009 VMAs. 

Director of the documentary, 
Kenny Ortega, includes previously 
unseen footage of Jackson’s 2009 
rehearsals. Since the trailer was 
released it has already attracted mil- 
lions of YouTube views. 

The release of the single and 
movie will bring joy to his fans as 
they get to experience his love and 
talent of music. It gives us a chance 
to let his musical talent live on. 

“This song [“This is It”] only 
defines, once again, what the world 
already knows — that Michael is one 
of God’s greatest gifts” said John 
McClain, film/soundtrack co-produc- 
er, also one of Jackson’s estate’s co- 
executors. 

“This is It” is said to be the clos- 
ing song of disc one. The disc will 
also consist of Jackson’s classic 
tracks. 


about capitalism 


Moore 5 latest film 
exposes the brutality 
of corporate America 


By STEPHEN E. SLANER 
Correspondent 


Despite the 
current economic 
crisis, the worst 
since the Great 
Depression, 
many people are 
still under the 
~ impression that 
“the system 

: works.” They 
might change their mind after seeing 
Michael Moore's new movie, 
“Capitalism: A Love Story.” 

Essentially, this is a film about 
unrequited love. Those who worked 
hard and played by the rules, like 
Michael Moore's own father, an auto- 
mobile worker in Flint, Mich. have 
seen corporations and the super-rich 
change the rules to their advantage 
and to the detriment of the ordinary 
people who were in love with the 
American Dream, aka capitalism. 
Whether it is in the increased rate of 
foreclosures, the lack of affordable 
health care, or the loss of manufac- 
turing jobs, Moore demonstrates that 
the system isn't working. 


But this is hardly “a depressing 
movie about economics” (Metro, 
Oct. 5, 2009, p. 11). Moore shows 
people fighting back to defend their 
homes and even take over their work- 
places. And the overall point of the 
film is uplifting: that the American 
idea of democracy can be extended to 
the corporate world. If this is social- 
ism, like Moore seems to be saying, 
make the most of it. 

Moore saves the most surprising 
thing in “Capitalism: A Love Story” 


Photo courtesy of The Weinstein Company 
Moore expresses his outrage at taxpayer dollars being 
treated as just another gold brick in the Wall. 


for the end credits. The idea of 
super-patriot Merle Haggard (“I'm 
proud to be an Okie from Muskogie”) 
singing Woody Guthrie's revolution- 
ary ballad “Jesus Christ” is enough to 
make one think that yes, change is 
possible. See the film and decide for 
yourself. 


Professor Stephen Slaner is an 
assistant professor of government 
at NECC. 


THE 


MICHAEL? 


As well to come out is a previ- 
ously unreleased spoken-word poem 
titled, “Planet Earth” written by the 
King of Pop Michael Jackson him- 
self. This may be found in disc two 
along with previously unreleased 
versions of his classic tracks. 

The poem describes Earth as “a 
minor globe, about to bust / a piece of 
metal bound to trust / a speck of mat- 


MUSIC 
INSPIRED THRE MOVIE 


THIS ISIT, 


THAT 


fACKSONS 


Photo courtesy of MichaelJackson.com 


This is really it with the “This is it” album being 
released along with a movie. 


ter in a mindless void /a lonely space- 
ship, a large asteroid”. 

He was the “King of Pop” and 
one of the most successful and influ- 
ential entertainers of time. As a well 
known figure in the pop culture for 
decades it’s obvious he deserves the 
attention. Though he has passed 
away it is true that his music will live 
on. 


Professor’s 
music on CD 


Ken Langer records 
composition for 
military troops 


By NICOLE SCOPA 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Professor and Coordinator of the 
Music Program at Northern Essex, 
Ken Langer, was recently notified 
that one of his original compositions, 
Chorales for brass was chosen by the 
U.S. Air Force Heritage of America 
Band to be performed and recorded 
ona CD. 

"It makes me proud to know that 
my work is going out to help the 
young men and women of our coun- 
try feel inspired in a difficult setting,” 
Langer said. 

This composition is an arrange- 
ment of a Mozart work, arranged for 
brass quintet. This CD will be distrib- 
uted to members of the military for 
inspiration and support. 

As for some background about 
Langer, before he taught at Northern 
Essex he was a Director of Music and 
Arts at the Eno River Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship in Durham, 
N.C. 

It was there that he directed sev- 
eral choirs and lead musical and artis- 
tic events at the fellowship. It was at 


James Madison University in 
Harrisonburg, Va. where he received 
a bachelor’s degree in music educa- 
tion, and from there went on to get 
his master’s degree at Radford 
Univiersity in Radford, Va. 

In addition to that, he's had past 
experience at other schools such as 
Lyndon State College in Vermont, 
where he was the Chair of the Fine 
and Performing Arts Department, and 
also Waycross College in Georgia, 
where he was the Head of the Music 
Department. Here at Northern Essex 
he teaches music synthesis, music 
theory, aural skills, music perform- 
ance and other courses. 

When it comes to other work 
Langer has done, there is quite a lot. 
He has had 30 or so published com- 
positions including works for brass, 
voice, chorus, strings, electronic 
pieces and more. 

His work has been published for 
a variety of large and small ensem- 
bles. However, most of his work is 
written for voice and brass instru- 
ments. 

On Langer’s official Web site, 
www.kenlanger.com, you can listen 
to some of Langer’s compositions. 
Under “My Music,” there is an 
option where you can go to his listen- 
ing page. There you can listen to 
some of his work. 
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Students give back to Haverhill 


Students who learn 
on the Haverhill 
campus give back 
By Patricia SMITH 
Features Editor 


On Sept. 26, on a crisp, clear 


_ sunny day, thirty NECC student 


| partnered with Alexandra 


| Self Magazine, and co- 


volunteers donated their hard 
work, time and effort in order to 
help maintain and restore the John 
Ward House, a division of the 
Haverhill Historical Society's 
Buttonwoods Museum. Students 
participated in the event in order to 
fulfill all of their community serv- 
ice hour requirements as a form of 
a full days work. For example, a 
Public Speaking course with Linda 
Desjardins requires ten hours of 
work, but students were able to 
fully complete all of their hours by 
simply just participating in just a 
day’s worth of a single project. 
The Buttonwoods Museum, 
named after the Buttonwoods, or 
sycamore trees, that were planted 


‘on the property during the early 


1740s, harvested a plethora of his- 
tory that is easy to see once you 
step foot on the land. The trees 
were originally planted on the 
property in the early 1740's by 
Hugh Tallent, Haverhill's first 
Irish immigrant who was currently 


Estee Lauder creates 
worthy products for a 
worthy cause 


By S.J. AUCHTERLONIE 
Correspondent 


October is upon us, bringing 
falling leaves, trick-or-treaters, brisk 
weather, and pink rib- 
bons. For the past 25 
years, October has also 
been known as Breast 
Cancer Awareness 
month. To further pro- 
mote breast health, 
Evelyn Lauder, daughter- 
in-law to Estee Lauder, 


Penney, editor-in-chief of 


created the pink ribbon. 

The pink ribbon is’ 
recognized as a symbol 
of support for breast can- 
cer issues and treatment. 
In 1992, Lauder distrib- 
uted the ribbons in New 
York City stores and then 
promised to spread them 
across the nation. Not 
long after, Lauder founded The 
Breast Cancer Research Foundation, 
which funds clinical research world- 
wide. Lauder made it her mission to 
spread awareness about breast health 
and to create a world without breast 
cancer. 

Evelyn Lauder states, “Every 
year, younger and younger women 
are being diagnosed with breast can- 
cer. We need to reach these women 
and all women with the message that 
if a breast cancer is detected early, it 
is 98% curable.” 

“Evelyn Lauder's goal is to find a 


working for the Saltonstall family 
who once owned the property at 
the time. Then in 1814, the Duncan 
family, who was very prosperous, 
built a rural Federal style mansion 
on the site. Mary Duncan Harris 
handed over “The Buttonwoods” 
museum to the Haverhill 
Historical Society in 1903, and the 
museum was thus opened up in 
1904, containing a vast amount of 
old quilts, toys, furniture, ceram- 
ics, dolls, and glassware. 

Professor CJ Crivaro arranged 
the event, and her fellow coworker 
and friend Linda Desjardins came 
out to show her support for restor- 
ing the John Ward House and also 
put in her hard work, time and 
effort. 

Before, the John Ward House 
stood as an old, “tacky,” tattered 
building. Its paint was peeling off, 
and it was crying out in desperate 
need of help. Afterwards, it stood 
beautiful and tall on both the 
inside and out. It was a proud 
reminder of what students were 
capable of doing for the same town 
which has provided them with so 
much and has catered to so many 
generations in the past. Haverhill's 
NECC has provided them with an 
education, and now it was time for 
students to give back and show 
their support and respect for the 
same town they have been so fully 
able to thrive in this semester. 

Students painted, scraped the 
house, and tore down any unneces- 


Find a cure 


cure in our lifetime,” says Estee 
Lauder business manager, Betsy 
Bugg. Bugg, who has been with the 
company since 2000, also adds, “I 
wear this ribbon everyday to remind 
me that we still do not have a cure, 
even though the company donates 
millions of dollars to research every 
year.” 

Every October, fashionistas and 
breast cancer supporters alike flock to 
their local Estee Lauder counters to 
pick up their pink 
ribbons and limit- 
ed edition pink 
ribbon products. 
“Clients come in 
and ask for the 
sets every year,” 
explains Bugg, 
“Women buy 
them for them- 
selves or for their 
friends or rela- 
tives who have 


beaten —_ cancer. 
The proceeds 
benefit a good 


cause.” Gift sets 
include lipstick, 
liners, and glosses 
in limited edition 
pink shades, 
trendy pink cos- 
metic cases, and jeweled compacts. 
Prices range from $15-$55 with 85 
cents from every dollar donated to 
breast cancer research. “We sell out 
every year,” smiles Bugg. 

Other much sought-after Estee 
Lauder brands such as Bobbi Brown, 
Clinique, DKNY, and Aveda, also sell 
their own line of pink ribbon prod- 
ucts. “I am hopeful,” Bugg adds. 
“The pink ribbon is a reminder of all 
the great work we have done to raise 
awareness, but we also need to keep 
up the momentum towards finding a 
cure.” 


sary objects that might have gotten 
in their way. Students seemed to 
agree that the paint scraping was 
the most taxing portion of the 
day’s labors. 

“Scraping the paint off of the 
house was the hardest thing that I 
did all day,” said Tara Curtis, a 
Criminal Justice major at NECC. 
Cassie Mosqus, a Nursing major, 
had a very different take on the 
hardest part of the service, 
“Standing on the ladders which 
weren't very sturdy was the 
worst,” she said. 

But it's not like NECC students 
weren't being heavily compensated 
for it. Students were provided with 
an abundance of food in compen- 
sation for their work, and also felt 
that they had gained a lot of expe- 
rience from it. Not only were they 
able to help pick up some more 
credit for their courses, but they 
also felt good inside and out and 
even formed some new friendships 
because of it. 

Desjardins was very proud of 
her work with the students. “I par- 
ticipated because it's very impor- 
tant to be apart of the communi- 
ty... they all had the finance to 
come down here. Together, we can 
do this,” said Desjardins. Then, as 
she held out her hand toward the 
building, she added, “What feels 
good is to see that tacky looking 
building... we fixed it.” 

Then she turned to her students 
and asked, “Aren't you proud of 


Courtesy photo 


Students pose for the camera after a nice, long, 
sunny day lending a helping hand to the museum. 


your work...Look at bow nice it 
looks. This can be a pig exhibit 
now and it is sparkling thanks to 
all of your hard work and effort.” 
Students nodded in agreement; 
they were just as pleased as she 
was. 

It was obvious that the entire 
trip had been a bonding experi- 
ence. It almost seemed as if it was- 
n't entirely about making the 
grade. Laughs were shared, paint 


rollers were swung, and students 
smiled as they glanced at their 
before and after photos on their 
camera phones and digital cam- 
eras. The Haverhill Historical 
Society is a great cause to help out, 
and I am proud to say that I am 
also going to keep the NECC tradi- 
tion alive by personally donating 
10 of hours my time and helping 
out myself. 


Topsfield tradition 


By FELICIA DAHN 
Correspondent 


In an area where entertainment is 
sparse, weather is cruel, and there is 
no 24-hour diner for miles, there 
remains one small ray of hope for 
amusement this fall, shining for ten 
days in October - the 191st Topsfield 
Fair. When I think of amusement 
rides, foods that probably shouldn't 
be fried but are, and frighteningly 
large vegetables, this fair is the only 
arena that comes to mind. Beginning 
Oct. 2, the oldest agricultural fair will 
continue its tradition of welcoming 
us into the fall season with apple fla- 
vored treats and barnyard animals on 
display. 

The question must be asked 
though; Is a fair that's so old an hon- 
ored tradition, or a tired pastime? 
During a recession, why would any- 
one spend their money to go to a fair 
where the cost of admission really 
only covers the admission itself? 
Local college student Amy McDavis 
says, “The Topsfield Fair is just 
something we always do. I usually go 
at least two nights.” In an area like 
the east coast, tradition stands for a 
lot. If you grew up around here I can 
almost guarantee that you've attended 
the fair more than once. Especially 
where there may not be much else to 
look forward to, the Topsfield 
Fair(though it certainly lacks extrav- 
agance) provides a sense of tradition 
and a taste of local culture that many 
look forward to all year long. 

Still reasonably priced, tickets 
are $8 during the week and $10 on 
weekends, but this doesn't include the 
cost of food or tickets for rides. 
Included in the price are agricultural 
displays, tractor pulls, livestock barn 
tours, and children's art projects 
made out of gourds. Still not enough 
to entice you? There are several per- 


Photo courtesy of www.Topsfieldfair.org, 


Two young girls enjoying a candy apple at the 
Topsfield fair. The fair is a tradition among families. 


formances by somewhat exciting 
musical artists and semi famous per- 
formers that come free with admis- 
sion. Jeff Corwin, country group 
SheDaisy, singer Heidi Newfield, 
Leann Rimes, Flying Wallendas, and 
Susan Tedeschi are all performing 
this year on various nights. For spe- 
cific dates and times you can check 
topsfieldfair.org, or jump on the 
bandwagon and follow them on 
Facebook. Yes, I was surprised to 
find they had a Facebook account 
too, but I had to get over it quickly 
once I saw the Twitter page. 

Jillian White, 19, says “ Parking 
at the fair is always terrible. If I hit 
traffic too far up Rt. 1, I just go 
home.” Problem solved, say. fair offi- 
cials via Twitter. There will be $5 
parking available at North Shore 
Community College and 


Masconomet High School, with a 
free shuttle to fair grounds. This cer- 
tainly beats the struggle of sitting in 
traffic that's backed up for miles from 
Topsfield sometimes all the way to 
Rowley, only to be directed to the 
parking spot furthest away from the 
fair entrance. 

With 25 different flavors of 
fudge, award winning vegetables, 
free concerts, sand castle sculptures, 
stomach-turning rides and everything 
from fried ice cream to turkey legs, 
the fair certainly provides a wide 
avenue of entertainment for all ages. 
If the cost still doesn't seem fit for 
your budget, check online for cheap- 
er tickets, take the shuttle bus, and 
split one of the 4H building's mon- 
strous lobster rolls with a friend, 
because this fall festival is worth the 
trip year after year.. 
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Chicago loses out on 2016 Ob uapis bid 


Rio de Janeiro will 
host the 2016 
summer games 


By Matt McCarron 
Sports Editor 


America's 
hope of host- 
ing the 2016 
summer 
Olympic 
games came to 
a sudden and 
abrupt halt on 
Friday when 
they were cininated in the first 
round of voting, receiving only 18 
votes. Chicago was one of four coun- 
tries that took part in the final 
International Olympic Committees 
evaluation. The other three cities 
competing for the 2016 bid were 
Tokyo (Japan), Madrid (Spain), and 
Rio de Janeiro (Brazil). 

Tokyo was ousted in the second 
round when it got only 20 votes, 
leaving only Madrid and Rio to com- 
pete in the final round of voting. 
When the final announcement was 
made, Rio was pronounced the win- 
ner with 66 votes. 

IOC president Jacques Rogge 
said Rio de Janeiro presented a “very 


strong” technical bid that was based 
on a vision for the games. He said the 
games will provide long-term oppor- 
tunities for city, region, and country. 

Rio will be the first South 
American country to host an 
Olympic games. The members repre- 
senting Rio made it completely clear 
to the IOC members’ that their conti- 
nent was the only one besides Africa 
and Antarctica to never host the 
games. They even went as far as to 
take a world map, and put pins in 
every location that the games have 
taken place, leaving South America 
empty. Brazil's president, Luiz Inacio 
Lula de Silva told IOC members to 
keep that mind when making their 
decision. 

“Tt is a time to address this imbal- 
ance. It is time to light the Olympic 
cauldron in a tropical country,” he 
said. 

Chicago was considered my 
many to be the overall front-runner to 
host the 2016 games. President 
Obama, First Lady Michelle Obama 
and Oprah Winfrey were all in 
Copenhagen to represent and cam- 
paign for Chicago. It was the first 
time a U.S President appealed for a 
U.S city, and might be the last. 

President Obama's decision to 
lobby for his hometown was contro- 
versial even before the president left 
for Copenhagen. Many conserva- 
tives, and even some of his own advi- 
sors didn't think it was a good deci- 


Celtics prepare for 
upcoming season 


Celts look to get back 
to the promised land 


By DAN HOGAN 
Correspondent 


itn” ¢ 
Boston Celtics 
seem poised to 
_ faise another 
=I banner to the 
rafters of the 
Boston Garden 
this season. After a disappointing end 
to the 2009 season, where the Celtics 
lost their star big-man Kevin Garnett 
to a season ending knee injury, they 
are back on the court for the first 
practices, getting ready for the 
upcoming season. 

Garnett and his teammates have 
been having five-on-five scrimmages 
for the past week. 

"It's up and down, man. There 
ain't no standing around in S-on-5," 
said Garnett. 

Garnett spent a lot of time during 
the summer in Las Vegas rehabbing 
his knee. He said he is good to go this 
season. “Everything is right on 
schedule, I feel really good.” 

Teammate and Captain Paul 
Pierce is also confident that Gamett 
will return to all-star form. 

“T just think it's all about him 
knocking off the rust from not being 


out there for so long. But in my opin- 
ion he looked good,” said Pierce. 

The Celtics are also using their 
time in training camp to get used to 
newcomers Rasheed Wallace and 
Marquis Daniels. Wallace, an accom- 
plished veteran with championship 
experience, has been observing the 
team's chemistry in hopes that he can 
be a valuable addition to the “big 
three.” 

“We've played against Rasheed 
since high school, we know where he 
likes the ball,” said Ray Allen. “He's 
not a guy who has to have the ball to 
have an impact on offense, and defi- 
nitely defensively he's going to get 
his hands dirty,” he added. 

The men in green will need all 
the help they can get this season, with 
the Eastern conference looking 
tougher than ever. 

Star center Shaquille O'Neal and 
former Celtics star Leon Powe signed 
with the Cleveland Cavaliers in the 
offseason. 

The Cavs were the top seed in the 
East last season, and are the favorites 
to win the championship this season. 

The Orlando Magic went out and 
acquired all-star forward Vince 
Carter from the New Jersey Nets to 
replace sharp shooting guard Hedo 
Turkoglu. 

The East is stacked this year, but 
it appears that Boston is up for the 
challenge. 


sion to take time out of his already 
booked agenda to travel oversees for 
such a personal reason. 

The first round elimination came 
as a huge shock not only to the cou- 
ple thousand supporters who waited 
outside in Chicago’s Daley Plaza, but 
also some of the IOC members in 
attendance. Senior IOC member 
Kevan Gosper was amazed when 
Chicago was eliminated in the open- 
ing round. 

“I'm shocked. The whole thing 
doesn't make sense other than there 
has been a stupid bloc vote,” Gosper 
said. 

This is the second consecutive 
time the U.S had been knocked out of 
the final round of presentations. New 
York was also eliminated during the 
second round of the 2005 vote. 
Losing out to eventual winning 
London, which will host the 2012 
summer games. 

According to Gosper, the early 
exit could have a lasting impact and 
do “untold damage” to relations 
between the U.S Olympic Committee 
and the IOC. He said that for 
President Obama and his wife to 
appear in person, and then for things 
to unfold like they did was “awful 
and totally undeserving,” he said. 

After the final decision was 
made, and Rio de Janeiro was pro- 
claimed the winner, former IOC 
member Kai Holm said the president 
could have actually hurt Chicago's 


MCT Campus photo 


Supporters in Chicago’s Daley Plaza watch in 
disbelief as their hometown is eliminated in the first 
round. Rio de Janeiro was the eventually winner. 


chances of getting the bid. Obama 
only spent a few hours in 
Copenhagen. Holm said the presi- 
dent's appearance was “too business- 
like.” 

And because of that some IOC 
members might have seen it as a 
“lack of respect.” 


The last two Olympics to be held 
in the U.S were plagued by problems: 
the 1996 summer games in Atlanta 
were disrupted when a bomb explod- 
ed, killing one. The 2002 winter 
games in Salt Lake City were ham- 
pered by logistical problems and a 
bribery scandal. 


Intramural Schedule 


Oct. 8 - Darts Tournament 


Oct. 9 - Volleyball 
Oct. 13 - Soccer 


Oct. 14 - Flag Football 
Oct. 16 - Ultimate Frisbee 


NECC KNIGHTS 
ATHLETIC SCHEDULE 


Women’s Volleyball 


Sox look to beat the 
Angels for the third 


straight season 


By Matt McCarron 
Sports Editor 


With the American League 
Division Series starting this week the 
Red Sox look to take the first step in 
another championship run. Their first 
round opponent will once again be 
the oh-so-familiar Los Angeles 
Angels of Anaheim. This will be the 
third year in a row the East and West 
coast rivals meet in the ALDS. The 
Sox will have to concentrate on the 
task at hand if they plan on moving 
on. But then again, it's the Angels; 
the team that the Red Sox have 
owned in postseason play. The Sox 
have beaten the Angels in nine of the 
last 10 meetings. 

Both of the Sox championship 
runs, in 2004 and 2007 started 
against the Angels. They swept the 
Angels out of the 2004 ALDS, en 
route to their first World Series title 
in 86 years. It was déja-vu all over 
again in 2007, the Sox ran Los 
Angeles out of town in three straight 
games. In 2008 the Sox defeat the 
Angels in four games. Last years loss 
was particularly hard for Los 
Angeles, who came into the postsea- 
son with the league's best record, fac- 
ing a Red Sox team that was riddled 
with injuries. 

Despite all of this success the 
Red Sox know they can't look at the 
past and expect to come out of the 


Angels pitcher John Lackey hides his face during 


game 1 of the 2007 ALDS. 


series on top. 

Red Sox third baseman Mike 
Lowell said the postseason it a sea- 
son unto itself and the team can't sit 
back on past seasons successes. 

"You can just kind of throw any- 
thing out that happened during the 
season or in years past. I don't think 
we can hang our hats [on the fact] 
that we've played against them well 
in previous postseasons and [think] 
that's going to help us carry through. 
We still have to execute,” he said. 

The Angels are confident this is 
the year they can finally get past the 
Red Sox and erase the sour memo- 
ries. New additions including former 
Tampa Bay Rays pitcher Scott 


Kazmir have helped the Angels con- 
fidence heading into the division 
series. 

“T really like this team, where we 
are,” said right fielder Bobby Abreu. 
“T feel like it's our time, I really do.” 

The Sox will have to once again 
step up their performance levels. 
Each member of the postseason ros- 
ter, from Ortiz and Pedroia to Beckett 
and Daisuke will have to return to 
past form. New players Victor 
Martinez, Alex Gonzalez, and Billy 
Wagner will have to contribute to the 
effort if the Sox want to make it past 
a healthy and deep Los Angeles 
team. 


Moving forward 


Women volleyball 
team looks to end 
season on high note 


By Matt McCarron 
Sports Editor 


In the world of sports sometimes 
being the best isn't the most impor- 
tant thing. The NECC women's vol- 
leyball team has discovered this first- 
hand this season. At the start of the 
school year Sue MacAvoy, head 
coach of the team was just trying to 
get enough players to come to the 
team meetings and show an interest 
in the program. Besides trying to find 
players, MacAvoy had to deal with a 
very short time frame in which to get 
enough players in order to be com- 
petitive for the first tournament of the 
season. Then after getting the players 
she had to get the team into the gym 
and start to train them. She said it 
was hard for the players because they 
were adjusting to a new system. 
Another thing that made the transi- 
tion difficult was a change in posi- 
tions. 

“What they (the players) played 
in high school is not what they've 
been playing here,” she said. 

Following the first two games 
against Holyoke and NHTI, the team 
had only four days to get ready for a 
tournament where they would be fac- 


ing off against at total of six teams 
from New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts. These included teams 
from large four-year colleges and 
universities. 

“T had four days to prepare for 
the tournament, with eight girls,” 
MacAvoy said. She said the first 
tournament, the Holyoke 
Invitational, was a turning point for 
the team this season. 

“The tournament was huge for 
us, we struggled a bit before it,” 
MacAvoy said. 

The team finished up the 
Holyoke Invitational with a record of 
2-4. Even though that might not seem 
too impressive coach MacAvoy 
thought it was the best the team had 
played up until that point, showing 
her the players were truly coming 
together as a team and working 
together. 

During the invitational, the 
Knights faced off against Erie 
Community College, a powerhouse 
in the community college ranks. 
They currently hold a record of 25-3. 
Coach MacAvoy thought the teams 
best game was against Erie. Even 
though they lost the first game 14-25 
and second 17-25, MacAvoy said she 
could tell the team “put everything 
into that game.” 

“We played hard and fought 
together,” MacAvoy said. 

After the invitational the team 
continued to see improvements and 
racked up a convincing win against 


Hesser College. The Knights attack 
was lead by three players. Setter 
Katelyn Demers had 18 assists, and 
six service aces. Middle hitter Karina 
Lopez lead the team in kills with 10, 
and added five service aces. Middle 
Ryan also contributed with eight 
kills, two service aces, and two 
blocks. 

And it’s not just the coach who 
has noticed the team coming together 
to achieve success. Tiffany “Big T” 
Gadd said the girls have “definitely 
seen improvements” and not that 
long ago, things were still rough. 
Gadd said the team had bonded while 
on bus rides to games, and by spend- 
ing time together. 

This might be the most success- 
ful season for the women's volleyball 
team when looking at their record, 
but you would never know that by 
talking to the coach or players. 
Coach MacAvoy thinks the team will 
only get better with time. 

“This year is a rebuilding year. 
We have a good group of girls, I 
think we'll be major contenders next 
year,” MacAvoy said. 

The Knights have three games 
remaining this season. On 
Wednesday, Oct. 7, they face off 
against CCRI at home. After that, 
they travel to Hesser College on Oct. 
14. The Knights will finish up their 
regular season on Oct. 17 at the 
CCRI Invitational. 


MCT Campus photo 


NECC Observer Oct.7,2009 Page 13 ~ 


: . How many _ : 
Championships does 


Page14 NECC Observer Oct. 7, 2009 


ARIES (March 21- 
“y? April 20) Home disputes 

J and family discussions 

Ars may this week require 
delicate timing. Loved ones will now 
request public loyalty concerning 
group plans or social promises. 
Dramatic moments, although eventu- 
ally helpful, will be unavoidable. 
Remain diplomatic. After 
Wednesday a previously reluctant 
romantic partner or distant friend 
will ask for greater involvement in 
your private life. In the coming 
weeks emotional demands will 
increase. Pace yourself and respond 
quickly to minor outbursts. 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) A workplace bat- 
tle of wills may be on the 
agenda this week. Before 
Thursday expect rare ultimatums and 
inappropriate comments from older 
colleagues. Egos are easily bruised 
over the next few days. Avoid acting 
as mediator and refuse to be drained 
by petty differences. Later this week 
a close friend may reveal an unex- 
pected romantic attraction or social 
history. Listen objectively and offer 
encouragement. Your support and 
acceptance will be greatly appreciat- 
ed. 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21- 
I] June 21) Potential lovers 
a may now seek public 
Gemin’ affection or romantic 
promises. In the coming weeks new 
love affairs will rapidly expand to 
include revised social celebrations or 
new home routines. After mid-week 
friends may probe for private details. 
Remain silent: this is not the right 


time to reveal personal hopes, 
dreams or desires. Friday through 
Sunday minor financial restrictions 
will be lifted. Plan revised budgets 
and discuss new purchases with 
loved ones. Agreement is likely. 


friend may reveal an 


cance unexpected social or 


romantic problem. Unethical attrac- 
tions or new forms of sensuality may 
be on the agenda. Be supportive but 
stress underlying emotional conse- 
quences. Reliable guidance may be 
needed. After mid-week many 
Cancerians will encounter a complex 
financial proposal from an older col- 
league or key official. All may not be 
as it seems: remain cautious and 
watch for unexpected facts, figures 
or written agreements. 


Jl, 


Leo 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) Late Tuesday a 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Group alliances may 
be disrupted this week by 
sudden disagreements. 
Long-term friends may now openly 
question the romantic ethics or social 
sensitivities of others. Wait for clari- 
ty: this week disputes will be brief 
but extremely irrational. Late 
Thursday plan new schedules or 
social gatherings. All is well. Friday 
through Sunday a family member 
may reveal a powerful need for pri- 
vacy. Offer meaningful support: 
friends and relatives will respond 
positively to soothing words. 


mk 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) Short-term 
finances will require cre- 
ative planning over the 


driven 


BUSINESS ° 


CULINARY ARTS ° 


HOSPITALITY » 


next few days. Although resources 
may be limited, special purchases or 
property contracts are now highly 
favorable. Propose new ideas to 
loved ones and expect concrete, 
timely answers. After Wednesday 
many Virgos will be asked to take on 
added workplace responsibilities or 
assist new employees. Don’t hesitate 
to show enthusiasm: key officials 
may be quietly reviewing the skills 
and habits of others. Stay focused. 
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
Q 23) Business colleagues 
ix and older officials may 
this week rely on your 
expertise. Past experience, public 
reputation and the ability to lead will 
now create new job openings. In the 
coming weeks co- workers may ask 
for guidance and new direction. Your 
efforts will be respected and 
acknowledged. Tuesday through 
Friday relatives or romantic partners 
will be sentimental or moody. Private 
family events or romantic promises 
may be a key concern. Remain philo- 
sophic. 


ata SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
\] Nov. 22) Distant or for- 

gotten friendships may 
reappear over the next six 
days. Scorpios born after 
1973 will now return to old relation- 
ships in order to properly resolve out- 
standing emotions. Study complex 
memories and repeated family pat- 
terns for valuable clues. After 
Wednesday workplace promises and 
minor financial agreements may 
quickly prove misleading. 
Colleagues and officials will offer 
vague information or incomplete 


Scorpio 


TECHNOLOGY 


instructions. Take your time: private 
tensions may be high. 


SAGITTARIUS 

x (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
Seniority and workplace 
Sagittarius respect may be a delicate 


issue this week. After Tuesday expect 
previously reluctant or reserved col- 
leagues to express strong opinions 
and ask for greater authority. 
Welcome all improvements and 
expect new roles to soon bring clari- 
ty to group relations. Late this week 
someone close may discuss a recent 
social disappointment or romantic 
triangle. If so, remain silent: this is 
not the right time to take emotional 
risks or ask for detailed explanations. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 


6 22-Jan. 20) Authority fig- 
: ures will this week be eas- 


ily dissuaded from new 
ideas. Competing instructions from 
Managers or unusual disagreements 
between colleagues may be an ongo- 
ing problem. Although new business 
ventures are promising, expect long- 
term projects to be postponed. 
Wednesday through Saturday a trust- 
ed friend may act and react more 
emotionally than usual. Minor home 
disputes or private family needs may 
be at issue. Offer support and encour- 
agement. All is well. 


WN AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
WN Feb. 19) Love relation- 

»,, Ships will now experience 
“4 a wave of nostalgia. Over 
the next five days expect loved ones 
to reflect on recent romantic or fami- 
ly breakthroughs. Honesty and 
acceptance are a continuing theme 


this week. Use this time to explore 
new levels of emotional intimacy and 
expect others to be genuinely sup- 
portive. After Friday a recent busi- 
ness project may be abruptly can- 
celled. Move quickly on: key offi- 
cials will respond well to fresh ideas 
and new leadership. 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Financial pro- 
Pisces  posals will now be easily 
accepted or approved. 
This week is an excellent time to plan 
revised strategies and submit new 
applications. In the coming weeks 
workplace and money advancements 
will facilitate creative home business 
opportunities. Stay alert to new 
ideas. Friday through Sunday roman- 
tic promises are meaningful and 
revealing. Key relationships will 
steadily expand over the next 18 
days: make sure others understand 
your needs, goals and expectation. 


If your birthday is _ this 
week...after October 22nd watch for 
the arrival of a complex and emotion- 
ally demanding friendship. New rela- 
tionships and potential love affairs 
will now be highly captivating but 
unreliable. Over the next three 
months avoid emotional risk, if pos- 
sible, and refuse to be derailed by 
unrealistic promises. Early in 2010 
business delays will be briefly prob- 
lematic. Between February 9th and 
May 21st newly initiated contracts or 
employment arrangements may be 
easily postpone. Be patient and 
watch for fast progress in early June. 
Much of the coming year will bring 
surprising advancements in job 
duties and career options. Stay alert. 


It’s not where you start... 
it’s where you finish. 


By now, you probably know more about what you want in a 


college, or at least what you don’t want. 


More than 500 students transfer to JWU because they want one 
thing more than anything else — a community where faculty, 


students and administrators share a common goal: a strong drive to 


succeed. 


We're driven to offer individual attention that leads to a truly 
rewarding career, choosing the right job with the right company 


upon graduation. JWU students are driven to select the right 


classes, projects, internships and experiences they need to guarantee 


success in their career path. 


Driven to succeed. That's what our transfer students expect from us, 


and from themselves. What they don't expect is how much fun itis 
to live and learn in Providence. Or the seamless transfer of credits, 
Or the number of scholarships available to transfer students. 


Make the rest of your college experience an experience of a lifetime. 


We'll make sure it comes with experience for a lifetime. 


JOHNSON & WALES 


cv? EsResrit 


Tihs 


Providence, Rhode Island 


1-800-342-5598 


www.jwu.edu 


vsilva@jwu.edu 
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THE TV CROSSWORD 


by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


BRE FE] 
io ce > APS | a 


ACROSS 
1 Conway or Allen 
4 Actor Williams 


9 “Mancuso, __” 

12 “Not __ Stranger”; Frank Sinatra 
film 

13 “_, Dolly!” 

14 “Joan of __”; Ingrid Bergman 
movie 


15 Underhanded 

16 Actress Pompeo 

17 Connect 

18 Skewer roasting on a barbecue 
grill 

20 “__ to Be You” 

22 Actress on “Desperate 
Housewives” 

26 “__ Pieces”; Peter & Gordon 
song 

27 Calendar periods: abbr. 

28 ‘The __ & Stimpy Show” 

29 Felix or Garfield 

32 Right of final decision 

35 “Deal or No Deal” host 

39 Third-party presidential 
candidate of 1992 


Solution to Last Week's Puzzle 


(c) 2009 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 


40 Venomous viper 
42 “__ Me Call You Sweetheart” 
43 Taken __; surprised 

47 Daniel __ Kim 

48 Historical period 

49 Singer Frankie 

50 “__ Got a Secret” 

51 Schmuck 

52 Knitter's skeins 

53 Snakelike fish 


DOWN 

Chore 

Small piece of land 

Perhaps 

“Bang Theory” 

Cath. or Episc. 

Building wing 

Pub order 

Pick-me-up 

“Knows Best” 

10 Thorny plants 

11 _ tea 

19 Mr. Onassis 

21 Your, biblically 

23 Mister Ed, for one 

24 “The __”; series for George 
Peppard 

25 Skater Harding 

29 Best Comedy Series Emmy 
winner of 1984 

30 Primary blood vessels 

31 “My __ Dads” 

33 “__ ona Plane”; Samuel L. 
Jackson movie 

34 “The __ Couple” 

36 Sophia Loren’s nation of birth 

37 Dog on “Frasier” 

38 “__ It to Beaver” 

39 “Guilty” or “Not guilty” 

41 Film holder 

44“ Baa Black Sheep” 

45 “The Fresh Prince of Bel-__” 

46 Lou Dobbs’ network 


OONDNSONM— 


he 
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Gt’s never too early to start thinking about your Future.) 


Get invoi|ved in Our COmMMmunity and 
lend a hand! 


Come find Out about our Spring Break 
Alternative program. 


Thursday, October sth. 3:30pm 
Cport ¢+ Fitness Center 
For more information please contact 


Maureen Galiba msaliba@necc.mass.edu or 
Amy Zimmerman azimmerman@necc.mass.edu 


PS “WHY TRANSFER TO 
Quinnipiac UNIVERSITY? 


At a university where 7 colleges, 


173 academic programs, 913 professors, 
Just 2'% hours from Northern 
Essex Community College is a 
Pt and 14, 117 students come together 
student-oriented university 
devoted to academic excellence 
e : on a beautiful seaside campus, 
and a strong sense of community. 
Our majors include nationally 
ranked programs in arts and 

: : . 7 a 
sciences, business, health sciences we d like to 


and communications. And we're 


committed to using the credits 


count you in. 


you've already earned. Visit 


www.quinnipiac.edu to see 


why Quinnipiac is your next 
step toward a bachelor’s degree 


and the career you want. 


UMass Boston Open House 2009 


275 Mount Carmel! Avenue Saturday, October 17, 8:30am WY 


arias a apes Sign up at www.umb.edu/openhouse 


or by calling 617.287.6000. BOSTON 


